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It has beent found that 1%/2 inch mesh is quite
small enough. The officers of the department
considler that the extra expense involved in
the 11/ inch mesh is unnecessary.

H~on. H. STEWART: Ii speaking ou the
second reading I pointed out that IV, inch
mes~h had been inserted, instead of 1%2 inch,
by another place as the result of the appoint-
ment of a select committee, and that various
inqflines I, hadl made from expert people in
South Australia and New South Wales showed
that 114 inch mesh had been found effective
in keeping out the rabbit, whereas 1l/2 inch
did not fulfil that purpose. T shall vote
against the amiendmnent.

-Hon. Sir E. 11. WITTENOO11: I have to
thank Ilr. Stewart for expressing so lucidly
my own thoughts. Within the last few years
I have constructed about 610 miles of rabbit-
proof fencing, and it was impressed upon tue
from all sides to have nothing less than 1%/
inch mesh. I shall vote against the amend-
wuent. Thle 1 . inch mesh allows numbers of
young rabbits to get through and they do as
usupli damage as ever.

Amendment put and negatived.
lion. C. F. BAXTER: T move an amend-

ment-
That in the second paragraph, line 11,

the words ''No. 10 gauge" be struck out,
an N.12Y% gauge steel wire or -No. 10

gauige galvauisetl iron wire'' inserted in
lieu.
]Feol. 11. 'STEWART: WouldI I be in order,

Mr, Chairman, iii moving the deletion of the
word "tgalvnnised"?7

Trhe CHAIRMAN: Certainly, but not at
this stage. If the words proposed to be
struck out are struck out, then the hon. memi-
ber will have an opportunity of moving his
amendment when it is proposedl that certain
words he inserted.

Hon. Sir E. TH. WITTENOOM: If any of
this fencing is "ear the coast the 12% gauge
will not last anly time. Nothing hut the 10
gauge is of any use near the sea air.

Amendment pot mnd passed.
lHon. 11. STEWART: I miove an amend-

met-
That in the aniendment just passedi, the

word "'galvanised"' be struck out.
We know that No. 10 black wire is as good
and very often is obtainable when the other
is not to be had. Therefore we might well
omnit the word "galvanised."'

Amendmient put and passed; the Schedule
as amended agreed to.

Third Schednle, Title-agreed to.

[Tile Deputy President resumed the
('hair.)

Rill reported with amendments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION-INTCOR-
RECT DIVISION LIST.

Moa. G. T. G. W.. MILES (North) [10.50):
By way of personal explanation I desire to
refer to an error which appears in the "'Min
utest of the Proceedings." In one of the
dlivisions on the Criminal Code Amendment

Bill, my name is confused with that of Mv
ills. This is the second time, such a mistal

has occurred, and -not only the officers of tI
House, but the tellers are at fault. I protei
strongly against the possibility of such I
error being possible, and I trust that mo
care will be taken in the future.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ho
uiemuber is quite right in protesting. I fe
sure the officers of the House will make tI
necessary correction.

House adjourned at 10.53 p.m.

Tuesday, 5th November, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.2
p.m., rind read prayers.

[For "Questions onl Notice'' and ''Paper
Presented" see "Votes and Proceedings.

URG -NCV MOTION--COLLIB COAL AN
DANGER PROM% SPARKS.

Mr. SPEAKER [4.25): 1 have receive
the following communication from the men
her for Creenough (Mr. Maley), dated 5I
November, 1918-

Sir,-'-I beg to give notice of my intel
timi to move the adjournment of tI
House to-day to draw attention to ti
grave namnediate danger of destruction t
fire of crops and grass adjacent to t1
railway lines in the country by the use
Collie coal on the engines.

Before thme bon. member can proceed it wi
be necesary for seven members to stand
their places.

Seven members having risen in thci
places,

Mr. MALEY (Oreenoiigh) [4.361: It i
perhaps, rather appropriate that I should t
moving this motion onl the 5th Novemibe
Guy Fawkes' Day. I desire to point out Uti
peiousness of the present position in ths
insufficient steps have been taken by th
Conmissioner of Railways to provide fir
breaks and other precautions against hi
locomotives practically burning out the fai
ing district. I hanve no desire to do any ii
jury' to the Collie coal industry, but I sa
we should not foster that industry at th
cost of thme destruction of farming propert.1
During the summer months steps should b
taken to secure some other fuel which wi
not cause damage to the crops. I have ri
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voived from the Northampton district road
board the following communication under
date 321st October, 1918-

At the last meeting of this board, I wvas;
directed to write to you. asking you to
bring under the notice of the Commissioner
of Railways the grave danger and certain
disaster which will be caused to the farm-
ers between Ajana and Wokerina through
grass and crop fires, which are already
being started by the locomotives run-
ning on this line, and it is almost certain
that if something is not done to minimise,
this danger before thme grass and crops are
thoroughly dry disastrons fires will be
caused by the small pieces of burning coai
which are ejected from the locomotives,
especially anl np-grades where extra power
is8 needed, Already this year the burning
embers have been seen to drop over five
vihains froni the railway reserve and start
fires, hut luckily time grass and crop were
not suifliciently dry enough to carry the
fire very far. To minimise this danger
this board would suggest as a last resource
to alter the timne tables for the summier so
that the trains would run early in the
morning or late at night. This would
minimise the daonger to a certain degree,
for the reason that our southerly sea
breezes spring uip in the evening and
night, which make the atmosphere damper
and would lessen thme danger of fires.

In Geraldton during last week-end my at-
tention was drawn to the fact that thme
train fromi Northampton to Geraliton had
been continually held up for the purpose of
getting the assistance of the passengers to
extinguish the fires cauised by the locomo-
tive.

Hlon. P. Collier: Is that reliablet
Mr. MALEY: Absolutely rolinble, In fact,

I myself engaged in that occupation about
this time last year. This is a repetition of
it. Along one particuilar section of the line,on anl up-grade, there is a crop growing close
to the railway fence. The farmer had two
assistants with him to protect that crop, and
while watching for and putting out fires
started between the railway line and the
fences, they saw sparks front the engine fly
five chains into the crop and there start a
fire. It is a peculiar fact that the Midland
Railway Company, a private concern, two
months ago, in view of the approach of sum-
mer, made all arrangements to secure a full
supply of Newcastle coal. During thme last
few wveeks that has been distributed in the
various depots along the railway for use on
the engines. Coming down on the Midland
train yesterday I noticed that although the
day was particularly hot, niot a single fire
was caused by the engine between Walkaway
and Gingin, which is arrived at by nightfall.

The Minister for Mines: Where do the fires
occur!

'Mr. ALEY: Between Cernildton and
Northampton. f have frequently' heard the
complaint that immediately one gets off the
midland railway, on which Newcastle coal is
used, and enters on the Government line be-
tween Geraldton and Walkaway, fires are to

be seen, caused by Collie coal used on the
(4overnint locomotives. Even at East
Perth last week a local manufacturing indus-
try was destroyed, presumably by sparks
from a passing locomotive. I refer, of coarse,
to the fibre works. The Commissioner of
Railways has not taken sufficient steps to
protect the farmers by ploughinig the neces-
sary fire breaks and burning off the grass
between tile railway fences before the hot
weather comes iii. The fires I particu-
larly refer to were started last week
when the grass was only partially
d ry. Since then we have hlad four
successive days of hot summer weather. It
is only logical to assume that all passengers
travelling at night by trains on which Collie
coal is used are fully seized of the danger
when they see the engine vomiting myriads of
sp~arks.

Theo Minister for Works:, What width of
fire break dio you want!

Mr. MALEY': The Minister knows better
thain f do the width of the railway line be-
tuceei the fences. All that shouldl be cleared.

Thle Minister for Works: Would you have
it all cleared?

Mr. MALEY: It has been the usual prac-
tice to burn this off. I comphllain that the
Commissioner has not taken steps to bave this
Nsork done in time, thus the risk of fire is coo-
siderably enihanced. I do not wish to take up
the time of the House to any great extent.
The position, however, is most serious, and
unless steps are taken either to provide pro-
jier coal, or proper appliances, disaster must
ensue. 1. submit Collie coal can he used in
stninier time with proper safeguards, but I
submnit that these proper safeguards have not
been adopted.

The Mlinister for Mines: It is easy to make
such statements, hut difficult to prove them.

Air. MAI.EY: Spark arresters have not
been placedl on all engines uip to the present.
It is certain that nil the engines cannot have
heel] fitted with spark arresters, in view of the
voiniting of fire which is observable.

The Minister for Mlines: There is a chance
for you to invent a spark arrester which wHi
prove effective.

Member:- There is a hundred thousand
poun1ds Awaiting you in each of the Eastern
States if you do0.

M.Nr. MALEY: I submitted an invention to
the 'Miniister last year in this connection, but
T in not know what its fate was.

The Minister for Alrines: These statements
tire easy to ninke, hut difficult to prove.

Mr. MNALEV: I hope the Mfinister will
uniderstand that my motive in moving the mo-
tion is not to make rash statements about the
technical features of locomotives, which I do
not know muich about. It is understood, how-

ever, that the locomiotives have to be brought
into the Mfidland Junnction shops to have the
spark arresters fitted to themi. Am I correct
in my stateiment!

The Minister for M.\ines:. T do not know
that it is correct, but go on.

Mr. MALEY?: As I am informed, that has
noet been dlone. Certainly it should have been
done before the summer was upon us. I hope
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hoe, members representing farming constitu-
encies will support me in my action, because
the danger is extreme, and it is a danger which
should be obviated by every possible means to
be taken at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. SPEARER: Is there any seconder?
Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) (4.47]; 1 second

the motion.
The MINISTER FOR IMINES AND RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. C. A. Hudsoa-Yilgarn) [4.481:
I am somewhat at a disadvantage, in view of
the short notice which has been given of this
motion, but the subject is one with which we
are thoroughly acquainted, because it is
brought up so regularly. Admittedly, the
position is a serious one. Admittedly, fires
do occur throughout the farming districts
through the summer months, and damage is
occasioned by those fires, It does not,' how-
ever, invariably follow that the fires are
caused by sparks from tire locomotives, al-
though that-may be so in many cases. How-
ever, allegations are made against the Com-
missioner of Railways of not doing his best
to remedy or obviate this possible evil. I
take exception to that statement, because I
can assure the House that every possible effort
is made on the part of the Commissioner. In
the early part of the year be circularised the
farmers adjacent to the railway lines in-these
terms---

In view of the approach of the season
when bush fires usually become prevalent,
and of the fact that in many cases such
fires are attributed to sparks from railway
engines, it is suggested that fire-breaks
should be ploughed by the settlers on their
own land. You will no doubt be aware that
this department takes ovary possible pre-
caution to avoid the occurrence of tires on
the railway premises. It appears, however,
that some iland owners adjoiniag the rail-
way have not, in the past, considered it
necessary to adopt any additional preven-
tive measures, although, when fires have
occurred, sparks from engines have fre-
quently been alleged to be the cause. I
therefore beg to bring to your notice the
proposal above mentioned in regard to fire-
breaksq, nd suggest that if you consider
there is any danger, you should plough a
break of, say, eight or ten furrows on your
land, parallel to the railway boundary, and
at a distance of say two or three chains
theref rom. The provision of breaks on pri-
vate lands has on occasion averted fires
which would have proved a serious loss both
to the individual and the State, and owing
to the enforced use of Collie coal 'to ai much
greater extent than hitherto, dies to our
isability to obtain adequate stocks of New-
castle coal, the danger from sparks is
greatly increased, and it is very necessary
in the interests of all concerned that every
possible precaution be taken during the
coining summer to avoid outbreaks of fire
amnd consequent damage to crops.

It is just as well that this circular of the
Commissioner should be published.

Mt, Maley: Do you say that that notice
was published this year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was sent
out to the farmers adjacent to the railway
lines.

Mr. Broun: This year?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am in-

formed so,
Mr. Broun: Last year, I think.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the

farmers require to be reminded every year of
the necessity for protecting their owe pro-
perties, it is utterly unreasonable. In this
connection something is demanded of the
farmers as well as of the Railway Depart-
nment. The real difficulty, however, avises.
from the fact that we are compelled to use a
greater quantity of Collie coal than would
be the case if Newcastle coal were available.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You do not need to
use Newcastle coal at all,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am com-
ing to that. We have attempted, by an ar-
rangement recently made for the distribution
of Collie coal orders, to so arrange the traffic
and the use of the various qualifies of Collie
coal, as to minimise, in the opinion of the
Commissioner and his expert advisers, the
danger of fire. In the past, when the sup-
plies from the various Collie mines were ir-
regular, it was not possible, or practicable,
to apply the necessary spark-arresting appli-
ances, which would ordinarily be applied if
the Chief Mechanical Engineer knew what
coal was likely to be used for any particular
locomotive. But now that we hare this dis-
tribution arranged we are hoping for better
results. We are hoping for better results
this year for another reason also, and that is
that the engine-d rivers, who are better satis-
fied this year tlhan they were last year, will
use every effort not only to prevent fires oc-
curring from engine sparks, and from ashes
from the fire -boxes, but also to keep a sharper
look-out for fires, and, it they discover fires,
to use immediately every endeavour to put
them out.

Mr. Wifleock: The engine-drivers always
do that.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: They have
maile the statement that they will this year
use better efforts in that direction than ever
before, becautse of the less work they will he
called upon to do, by reason of -having better
coal to rise. I am told that this year a nium-
her of fires on the Northern line have been
recorded; in three cases the owner of the land
had ploughed no fire-break, in a fourth case
details are not yet to hand, and in the other
cases the fire was arrested by the breaks
ploughed by the farmer and the department,
and no damage was done. It does not neces-
sarily follow that the fires are caused by the
Railway Department.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh, yes, they are.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Many of

them are, no doubt, It would be useless to
shut our eyes to the facts and assert the
opposite. But the mover says that we
should have the proper coal and the proper
spark arresters, in which case, be asserts,
there would be no danger. I would like as-
Mistancs from the farming community in
this direction. First of all, let the farmers

951
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tell us whore we are to get Newcastle coal
undler present conditions. Secondly, let -them
say whether they are honestly of opinion
that we slhould use nothing but Newcastle
coal (luring the summer months.

Mr. Maley: The Midland Railway Company
do it.

Mr. O'toghlen: The Midland railway sys-
tern is a mere bagatelle compared with the
Government railway system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The 'Mid-
land Company's mileage is about 250 miles,
as against ours of about 2,500, taking only
the Government lines ruiv'iuag through the
farming districts. Ours is quite a different
proposition. Whilst we have to struggle in
order to secure a little Newcastle coal for
the or-linary purposes of the r-ailways, we
must, under the present conditions, very
largely use Collie coal. Further, I consider
it the duty of the Government to use as much
Collie coal as they reasonably can use.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hear, bear.
The MINISTER FOR MIfNES: With re-

gard to spark arresters, I know it is a fac.t
that every effort has been made by the Chief
Mdechanical Engineer to fit spark arresters
to all the locomotives, and to improve the
spark arresters which hie has in use, to ex-
periment with new ideas, and to do his very
utmost in the direction indicated by the
mover; but it is not possible, or it has not
proved possible so far, to perfect the device
in question. If it were the perfected de-
vice would be applied. As an lion, member
indicated by way of interjection during the
speech of the mover, there is a large prize
offering for anyone who can invent such a
mechanical contrivance as will accomplish
the purpose in view. I think possibly the
mover only desired to draw attention to this
matter, in bringing forward the inotion, and
I give him the assurance that the Commis-
sioner is doing his best, and that the flail
way Department generally are doing their
best, to prevent fires. If they heave the co.
operation of the farming community through.
oat: the length of the lines passing through
agricultural districts, I believe we shall be
able to get through this summer with less
damage than was occasioned by Ores last
year.

M.%r. O'LOGIILEN (Forrest) 14.571:
Various discussions which occur in this
Chamber have been described as hardy an-
nuals. This, however, cannot apply to Collie
coal; because if there is not o~ie dillicul ty
there is nothier. The discussions on the sub-
ject of Collie coal have been frequent, and
at times some heat has been imparted into
them, although that is not the case to-day.
The mover desires to draw the attention of
the House to a difficulty which exists in re-
gard to the consumption of our local coal. I
take no exception to his adopting that line
of action, but T desire to point out that in
these times, particularly hon. members re-
presenting the primary producers of West.
emn Australia, should be reluctant to say
anything which may have a disparaging
effect.

Mr. Hickntott: What is the use of the
Collie coal If the whole country is burnt!

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: It is all very well for
the bon. member to interrupt with that re-
mark. No doubt he agrees with the state-
ment which has been nmade that Collie col
must not he fostered at the expense of the
agricultural industry. But one needs only to
look at the statistics of the assistance which
has been given to the agricultural indus-
try-

Mr. Maley: What about the assistance
given to the Collie coal industry?

Mr. O'LOGEILEN: Whatever assistance
has been given to that industry has been
amply repaid. I ask, where would Western
Australia he to-day If it were not for the
Collie coal industry? Where would Western
Australia have been for the past four 'years'
I only desire to point out that this State has
been saved hundreds of thousands of pounds
by reason of the existence of our native coal
product. Had it not been for that we would
have been in a parlous position indeed dur-
ing the past few years. There would have
been no transport at all for the past couple
of years.

The Mfinister for Mines, That is the point.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It would he absolutely

impossible to carry on transport but for oar
own coal industry; and if it were possible to
obtain Eastern States coal the price would be
almost prohibitively high-ertainly so high
as to render impossible the carrying of pase-
sengers and goods over our railways at pre-
sent fares and freights.

Afr. Maley: What would the transport
amount to if the produce of the country were
all burned out?

Mr. 0 'LOOB-LEX,\: The hon. member,
like, perhaps, myself at times, has a tendency
to exaggerate. T have yet to learn that the
whole of the produce of this country has ever
gone up in smoke. I do, however, believe in
taking the necessary precautions; and T can-
sider that the Railway flepartment could take
more precautions. The suggestion has come
from the mlover that the Commissioner of
Railwrays should arrange his roster differently,
arrange it so that the trains would run at
night or in the early morning. Ta other words,
it is suggested that the Commissioner should
give the locomotive drivers a night watch.

lion. 3. Mitchell: Insurance of crops
against fire is the best safeguard.

Mr. O'ILOGMEN, The fact that the in-
surance rates have not risen points to the
fact that the danger to-day from fires is not
greater than it was previously. A suggestion
has come from the roads board in the district
the hon. member represents to that effect, and
if the Minister could arrange it possibly it
would ho an advantage. I take it that the
member has moved this motion with the, de-
sire of pointing out that there has been a
change in Government policy which will be
detrimental to the farming community.

The Minister for Mines, He did not say
so.

Mr. 0 'LOGELEN: The inference was
there, because recently an agreement wvas ar-
rived at that 100 per cent, of Collie coal
should be used where practical. I believe it
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with the officialdom wich gives advice to the
Minister.

The Minister for 'Mines: You canl get the
information apart from the Chief 'Mechanical
Engineer.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN\T Has the Rotary spark
arrester been tried in 'Western Australia?

The Minister for Mines: I think not.
Mr. O'LOGiILEN: Is there any valid rea-

son why it should not be gie a trial?
The Minister for Mines: Ys
Mir. 0 'LOGIILEN: Then the Minister

should have said so when he was speaking.
The member for Greenough in his indictment
said there was no provision mde for effective
spark arresters.

The Minister for 'Mines: He did not men-
tion the Rotary.

Mr. O'LOGHILSN: I want to know whether
tile Chief M,%echaniical Engineer has exhausted
all the methods of inquiry. He seems to be
reluctant to get out of the beaten track, or
to give new ideas a chance. I do hope that
the Minister will be given n opportunity to
explain this matter, because I am not con-
vinced that tile Chief 'Mechanical Engineer
has exhausted all possible mneanls for improv-
ing the system for arresting sparks. I have
been to the Minister and hie has always been
courteous, lie has looked into some of the
propositions, and so far as hie was concerned
every reasonable ease received consideration.
Bnt he has to be guided by his experts.

The Minister for- Works: so would you,.
Mir. 0'LOGIILEN: Yes, but we have to

realise that every branch of the service gets
into a certain groove and nothing in the world
will shift then, out of it.

The M1inister for Works: The Chief Me-
chanical Engineer is never biassed.

Mr. 0 'LOORILEN: Will the Minister allow
me to differ from him?

Mr, Nairn: You are quite right.
Mr. O'LOGIItEN: It is the opinion of 75

per cent, of hon. members of this House and
it is the opinion of anl overwhelming body out-
side that no matter what proposition may be
taken to the Chief Mechanical Engineer, un-
less hie can give it his blessing it is doomed.
I an, speaking front experience. I would also
point out that another suggested improvement
was submitted to the Chief Mechanical En-
gineer-T refer to Hil' ash-pan-which was
approved by every engine-driver in Western
Australia. That in itself shows that the
engine-drivers are ready to appreciate an ex-
periment that has merit in it, and they are
equally ready to condemn one that lacks merit.
Of course every dlay we will meet cranks with
propositions which we know will never succeed.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I had three of them last week.

Mr. 0 'LOGIfILEN: There must have been
four in the room at the time. We must, how-
ever, give a hearing to those people. But
from a multitude of cranks there may be dis-
covered a genius.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): I was the one.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The important point is
that the Chief Mechanical Engineer will not
give a genlins the opportunity to show what

he canl do. Where wre are trying to foster a
louda industr-y a broader spirit should be
manifested by that officer. [ hold that thle
Minister should searelh thle world for hni-
provelnents in this di retion, andi if we can
copy the miethods of other- countries for more
effectively using our loeal products we
should readily d1o so. [ ala not going to
say tint thle Rotar-y system of spark arresters
is, better thani others, but I ain assured that it
is applied to over 1,000 engines iii America,
and that it has never been tried in Western
Australia. Until it has hadl a trial it is nil-
fair for any nmenmber or the departmental
head to condemin it I have unever taken any
part in pusihing it. 'Notwithstanding that a
Minister maly get irritable at times through
the energy- and push displayed by some in-
d ividu l,w Wo shonld not he so prejudiced as
not to give a proposal a trial, if there is any
evidence to back it uip-as being an improve-
nent. We are looking for improvements in

this direc-tion. My point against the Chief
Mechanical Engineer is hbat he w-ill not get
out of the groove into which he has fallen,
and that is the opinion of most members of
this House.

The Minister for 'Mines: It is wrongly
formed.

Mir. 0'LOJIlLEN' : The Minister, I ran
sure, has found himself onl numerous occa-
sions coming into conflict with subordinate
officers, who are wedded to a fixed line of ac-
tion. If he has any individuality, as hie
shonid have, hie is obliged at timecs to sweep
aside their objections and lay down his
policy. If that applies in ordinary depart-
ments, it must apply far more strongly in
the Railway Department, where there are
experts handling all the difficult problems that
arise. The lhon. Illember who brought this
matter forward did not put up a very strong
case against Collie coal, but hie certainly
put uip a strong case against the department,
and this I support. I believe the department
can bring about an improvement in the pre-
sent system, and that the Minister ought to in-
struct his department in that direction. It
is necessary to search thle world for all the
latest appliances or improvements in the
method of transport.

The Minister for Mines: That is done.
Mr. 0'LOGHIEN± It will be interesting

to the House to get particulars of this.
The Minister for Mfines: I have all particu-

lars about spark arresters.
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: We want full[ particu-

lars ahout spark arresters, and the various
other points I have mentioned.

Hon. P. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : No spark arrester is any good that is
placed on the smoke stack.

MNr. 0'LOGHLEN: If we are going to take
the gloomy view that no spark arrester is
any good, and that there is no way of dealing
with the matter, then it will be a bad thing
for us.

The Minister for Mines: We are dealing
with it.

Mr. 0 'LOGHUEN: Mr. Hums says he has
been dealing with it for 50 years.
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has lieen demonstrated in this House that
spark% originate from other coal besides that
whli nvOines from Collie.

lon. W. ('. Angwin: Even 'Newcastle coal.
Mr. liroun : Never over the boundary of thle

railway.
Mr. 0 'L('.l]HEN: I know it has. If thle

lion, niilier is going to be so hia~sed in his
iceasoliug that N.ewcastle coal will iiot emit
spanrks alt timies, lie will not strengthen his
casze. T wvnld be foolish to argue that Collie
coal mines not manse sparkst or that it is sup-
erior to N\ewcastle coal. What I have enden-
Vouredl to mdealons1trate is that withonit it West-
ernm Australia would he a good placee to be out
o F. Trhe hon. member referred to city tires
-which have been caused. lie said, by sparks
from Collie coal. It would be unfair to the
local coal inmiustry to allege against it that it
hil been responsible for everything. The hon.
inemlier spoke of the lack of patriotism onl
the part of thle 'Midland 'Railway Company
using Newvastle coal.

Mr. Mutiny: I ilid not put it that way.
Mr. (1'14 XITILsI: Certainly in the winter

months, the Mfiland Company should iise the
comal which is produced in the State in which
the roipan ,y are earning their profits.

'Mr. Maley': 'What is the opinion of the
4n:'ine lriv,,rs ' asociation?

Mr. (I iOGTHLRN: It has been Idaeol on
record that they aire willing to burn 100 per
cen~lt. 0j, Collie Coal. Trhat is a signed agree-
ient, andl it has been endorsed by the Glov-
,ernment. T believe it is p)ossible to use prae-
fi-le Ily 100 11cr cent, of Collie coal, yet we findl
that within the last conpde of d1ays the State

VNe Kaingaroo fias brought a consign-
nmnt oif 5,0010 tons of coal to this State froml
Noeaqie( to thle order of the Railway De-
lurtuiemit.

liozi. P. C'ollier: Wasting a good ship.
'Mr. Il IOIhN I understand that coal

was carried at a low freight, certainly not
lKximeding 25s. a ton.

The 3iiister for -Mines: Other people
would not carry it.

Mr. O'rOC.TIN: Then we might well
gent along with the local comlmodity, ani thus
curry, out the agreenment which the Mfinister
liimsm';lf endorsed.

The 'Minister for Mines: You mnust admit
that 'Neweastle coal is not used exclusively by
thle railwaysR.

Mr, 0 'LO HI.N I f I were prepared to
admit that I would not he endorsing the
agreemnent. Will the 'Minister state that the
huilk of the 5,000 tons of Newcastle coal will
not lie sent to the railway depots? I venture
to say lie will not. The hulk of that coal is
going into the railway dlepots.

lion. P. Collier: T do not think the for-
erment shonltl allow the ''Kangaroo'' to be
iigeml for carrying coal at this period.

'Mr. 0 'LOGUTLEN: There are other cont-
mjodities. urgently required in Western Aus-
tralia. inuell more urgently than 'Newcastle
('13a1. Hon1. members will realise that shut off
as we are from conmnunication and lacking
facilities of transport, there are many other
c-moditie9 which could have been brought
by the ''Kangaroo." It seemis to me to be

a policy a.imied d1irectly at thme nion-observance
oif thme condoitions of thep agreement to which
.1 have referred, and it seems in the highest
deprepe unpatriotic to fill up a state ship with
Newcastle coal at perhaps the lowest freight
charge possible, whlen thiere are mny other
thiiigs which could hare been carried by that
vessel, nd which are more urgently needed.
As a matter of fact I was going to take the
opoitiuty of moving that this House dis-
agree with the policy of iniporting coal from
the Eastern Slates at this uneture. W~e have
been struggling long enough to get our indus-
tries on their feet. Thle engzine-drivers have
colme to the concluision that it is possible to
burn 100n per cent. of Collie coal, and even if
the consimhition of that coal does cause an oc-
casional tire, we imust not forget that we are
developing a valuable industry, The hion. macin-
her has pointed out that spark arresters are
miot applied to the engiaes, andl lie was m-
ntidiately met with the retort that there was a
competence awaitiag a manl who invented a
successful spairk arrester.

Heon. P. E,, q. Willnott (Honorary Minis'
ter) : Henry Ford would he a pauper bueside
him.

'Mr, 0 IjOGihIENr: That is anmot her es-
travagant statement to make. A spark ar-
rester known as time Rotary has been in use in
Sydlney for a considerable tine, anil it has
ne~ver bheen tried ii 'Western Australia.

lion. P. E. K. Willmiott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Yes, it has.

Mr. 0 'LOGHtE'N: I will venture the state-
inenr that ii A\merica thousands of engines%
are equipped with this pa~rticular spark ar-
rester.

lion. F. P,. S. Wihlmutt (Hlonorary Minis-
tcr): V our own 'Minister fur Railways
turned it down here.

Mr. O'LOGIHLE'N: I ani not quite sure of
that either. I want to know whether there is
any valid reason why that spark arrester or
any other shinold not he given a trial.

The Minister for 'Mines: There iq.

Mr. 0'LOflhlTPN: T wouild like to know
what the reason is. If the Minister hail ad-
vanced that statement it would hare streng-th-
ened his ease. What we require is a more- rea-
soniale spnrit onl the part of the Chief Mle-
anical Engineer.

Hon. I". H. S. Willmott (Honorary 2linis-
ter) : Tl'li spark arrester jainhs juist as the
others dof.

The Mlinister for "Mines: YOU ask at ques-
tion and T will get you the information.

M\r. 0 'IA)UHWIEN: Thle Minister will sup-
ply the information just as lie suplplies any
other information which come,, froim thle Chief
Mechanical Engineer. That officer will not
favour any propmosition unless it enmates
from his own department.

The Minister for Works: Yon shiouldl not
say that,

'Mr. 0 'i4 OtuTjERN: I repeat that the Chief
Mechanical Engineer's office is the graveyard
of the inventor's hopes. It is immaterial who
brings forward ain invention. that officer will
never give it a trial unless it has the sanction
Of his own department. There is sonretihing
wrong in the department, somnething wrong
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The Minister for Works: No, he has not.
le has not been at work for 50 years.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: He has a spark arrester
which has been in use for 50 years, and he
says it ip effective. Experience, however,
shows that it is Dot effective, Hie is reluct-
ant to look for any improvement on the
point. I enter my sympathetic protest against
the Government at the present juncture
bringing to this State these unlimited quan-
titles of coal. Collie coal is not the best in
the world, but it is suitable to our require-
ments. It can be mined here, and the c-ash
that is paid for the coal can be expended to
the mutual benefit of us all. I object to a
State steamer being utilised in bringing a
commodity here at a low freight when it
could have brought commodities which are
morn urgently required in the State than
coal and which would have brought in prob-
ably double the freight and been more
beneficial to the State as a whole. It is a
wrong poliey and one to which Parliament
will not subscribe. Tf we are able to burn
for several months of the year 100 per cent.
of Collie coal, we should be able to burn it
right through the year, unless the Aire busi-
ness is advanced as a reason for not doing
so. T venture to say that is not the case.
Consequently, I believe hon. members would
be lacking in their duty if they acquiesced
in a proposal, such as that given effect to,
of utilising a State steamer and filling her
up with a product which we can well do
without, and perpetuating a foolish and
short-sighted policy, which has been prac-
tised for so many years, of feeding our
bloated neighibours in the East whilst going
without ourselves.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
3T. George-Murray-Wellington) [5.231: The
hon. member who brought this motion for-
ward is, I know, practically voicing the
opinion of the great bulk of the farmers who
are likely to be affected by fires during the
.4ummer months. He is justified in bring for-
ward a motion of this kind, if only to acer-
tamn what methods are being adopted to cope
with whant, we all acknowledge, is a great dan-
ger and involves a terrible loss if a fire
spreads throughout the State.

Hon. P. Collier: He has not got the infor-
mation, at any rate from the Minister in
charge of this Department.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
memiber made a statement that the Railway
Department -was not doing its part in connie-
tion with the clearing of fire breaks. It is
impossible for the Minister for Railways,
and still more impossible for me, without in-
quiry, to say what the Railway Department
have been doing this season. I do know
what it should do, and what has been the
rule for the system, and also what has been
dlone in the district that I represent. It is the
duty of the fettlers, in every length of line,
to chip or clear a certain breadth of the line
within the fences.

lHon. P. Collier: It is done everywhere.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I expect

so. They clear a width of about four feet.
That is chipped off and at a suitable time,

the debris which comes off the path,
and with it the rest of the inflammable stuff,
is burned. Even if that is done thoroughly it
does not obviate the danger of fire which
arises through sparks. All sparks that coe
from the engines do not, unfortunately, fall
within the fences. Therefore a fire break
which may be constructed in this way cannot
be regarded as being absolutely a preventive
of fire. It certainly is of assistance in pre-
venting the spread of a fire, but cannot be
regarded as anything more. The Minister for
Railways referred to a circular which is sent
out by the Commissionerr of Railways. That
circular, I believe, was sent out during my
term of office. I went a little further, and
think that is still continued in this way. The
head of a gang of fettlers in a district per-
sonally takes this notice out, or warns the
farmers in the district as to what is intended
to be done. No fire is allowed between the
fences unless there is delivered a notice
signed by the Engineer for Existing Lines,
and the different farmers are acquainted with
the particular dlate upon which it is intended
to start the Atre. I know that these notices
are served right throughout the country. This
same question came up strongly during my
ternm as Commissioner of Railways. I haed
numerous deputations which waited on me,
and tried to meet their requests as far as pos-
sible. I remember making the suggestion
that if they cut their crop for hay, say, two
chains from their fence, and then ploughed
a track between that and the fence, they
would have a better chance of saving their
crops. This suggestion was not received with
favour by the farmers, and I daresay there
were good reasons against it. Assuming tacy
did plough a break, they would have to cut
their crop beforehand at a distance of a chain
or two chains from the fence. That, of coi o,
is not a guarantee that at certain times a
fire will not spread and reach the rest of
their crops. I am strongly of opinion that,
while everything should be dlone by the Rail-
way Department of a reasonable nature to
prevent fires, unless there is co-operation on
the part of the farmers, the department is
not likely to get satisfactory results. At
present the railways could not have been, car-
ried on but for Collie coal. The whol,' sys-
tem of transport throughout the State would
have had to be stopped but for that com-
modity. The only fuel available for use at
certain times has been Collie coal or wood.
My experience of wood is tliat it is more
likely to cause fire than is the case with Collie
coal. What is the alternative that is facing
the Commissioner? If hie has to run the
traffic he must have fuel. If he is not to
burn Collie coal, he must burn wood, and if
he is to burn wood he will make things worse
than ever. It is impossible at present, and
has been for some time, to obtain any New-
castle coal. Whilst it is acknowledged by the
Railway Department men that Newcastle coal
will make sparks, it does not spark to the
same extent as Collie coal, nor will the spcarkis
last so long. The member for Forret, in
his breezy way, spoke about the -Newcastle
coal which is coming from the Efatern States.
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I saw sonic of this coal on Saturdaky. It ap-
peared to me that it comprised a consider-
able amount of nmail coal which could
be used in the furnaces in the work-
shops, and that it was also of a class
which must be used by the blacksmith. Collie
coal is not suitable for blacksmithiug, and
in order to keep our men in employment in
the workshops, we must have such fuel as
will enable them to carry on their occupa-
tion. Uf that coal is for the Railway De-
partment a considerable portiou of it would
be used by the blacksmiths, and the other
portion of it would no doubt be brought here
as a precaution to be used, where it could
reasonably be utilised for the purpose of keep-
ing down fires. With regard to the hon. member's
reference to spark arresters, the Honorary
Minister (Hon. F. F. S. Wilhxnott) said 'there
was a big fortune awaiting the man who
could invent a suitable spark arrester. I do
not suppose that there has ever been a boy
apprenticed to a mechanical engineer, but
who has been told that if he could invent
a spark arrester, his fortune was made- This
was the case during my apprenticeship, and is
the case to-day. The number of spark ar-
resters which have been brought forward are
legion. I suppose during my term as Com-
missioner of Railways I must have had 50 or
50 different kinds brought before me. Some
of them could be dismissed in a few words,
and others were tried, but were not fully suc-
cessful.

Mr. Foley: Is it not a fact that the Chief
Mechanical Engineer will not look at a spark
arrester if it is has to be attached to a smoke
stack?

The MINITSTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know what his views are now, but I do know
that he is up to date in his knowledge, and is
not only a good man at his work, but a man
who searches for all the information he can
get in order to improve himself in bin profes-
sion. I am rather surprised to hear the re-
marks of the member for Forrest in regard to
Mr. Hume. I hare found him a man possess-
ing broad views. Like most Scotchimen he is
cautious. Tf he saw a matter had merit in it
be would not turn it down until he had ex-
amined it and satisfied himself on the point.

Mr. Foley: Do you think he is following
caution if he will not look at the proposal for
spark arresters when attached to smoke
stacks?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS-. I do not
think I can discuss that point. I would rather
see the drawings before giving an opinion. Tt
is no use generalising. If a proposal comes
along, it is the duty of the Chief Mechanical
Engineer, and of his officers, to treat it on its
merits and give it the fullest consideration.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will you peruse the file in
connection with Hill's ash pant

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
pleasure, if it is placed before me. I cannot
conceive of the Chief Mechanical Engineer
turning down without examination anything
new which is brought before him. The idea
that a thing is turned down because it does
not emanate from the Midland Junction work-
Fihops, or from the Chief Mechanical Engineer
I am sure the hon. member does not support.

If he knew Mr. Hlume as I do, he would know
that he was a thorough man and not one to
take the course he suggests.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:- He is too cautious.
The 'MINISTER POE WORKS: He is

there to be cautious.
Mr. 0 Loghlen: That is why your service

is in such disorder.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Would

the hen. mnember have an officer in charge of
huge workshops like those at Midland Junc-
tion, not possessing any caution?

Mr. 0 Loghlen: The world has only moved
as a result of experiments.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Exactly.
Experiments are being continually made and
were made in Mr. Rotheram 's time as Chief
Mechanical Engineer. They were continuous
during the time I was Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and I have no reason to doubt that the
same interesting inquiry is going on to-day as
went on then. I feel quite sure in regard to
that. I do not think it is necessary to say
wore. My views are very well known. I hope
the member for Forrest (Mr. 0 'Loghlea) till
take an opportunity if he does not know Mr.
Hums of becoming acquainted with that gen-
tleman, because I am sure his opinion of Mr.
flume is not warranted. I say also with re-
gard to Mr. Fumne, he used to be the Chief
Works Manager for the Millars' Company and
they do not keep men who are not progres-
sive. They have to know something beyond
the end of their nose. Mr. Hlume came from
Mill are' years ago and was selected as work-
shops manager for the Government *railways.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
that question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mat-
ter was brought up by the hon. member and
Mr. 1-mine's character was assailed.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
shoulil withdraw that statement.

The MINISTER FOR WO-RKS: I will
withdraw it, but I will say his professional
wridth of view was criticisedl, and harshly. I
have great respect for Mr. Hunme and for
everything that he has (lone ifl the Railway
Department, and I know he will continue to
d1o ils best, debates or no debates, for the
benefit of the State.

Mr. WILLOOCK (Gyernldtoa) [5.33]: I do
not wish to bare much to say on this motion,
but having had considerable experience in re-
gard to Collie coal I may add something of
value to the debate. lit regard to Collie coal
one of the greatest difficulties is that it sparks
and in very small quantities, I nmean the sparks
arc very smell. No matter how close the
spark arrester is made the sparks will get
away, float a considerable distance and cause
fires. The member for Greenough (Mr.
Mfaley) stated that it was necessary that the
engines should be brought to the Midland
JTunction workshops to have their spark ar-
resters altered. One of the conclusions, and
this was agreed to by the enigine-drivers using
Collie coal, and it was agreed to by, the Com-
missioner, was that Collie coal should be -used
on the railways if efficient spark arresters
could he used on the engines all the time.
Therefore, it is unnecessary to bring these
engines to the Midland Junction workshops to
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change the spark arresters. During a certain
portion. of the year Newcastle coal is used on
the railways and in the use of Newcastle coal
there is a certain amount of space in the
spark arresters. Sometimes Collie coal is used
when there is a Newcastle coal spark arrester
In the fire-box and the sparks escape. There
is no need to change the spark arrester at all
if all the engine-, are fixed with eifficient spark
arresters which will stop sparks from Collie
coal; they will he on the engines all the tine.
The debate has senmed to hinge around Mvr.
flume and his quali fi cations. Mr. Hume is a
very canny individual; he is very cautions;
he is cautious to the extreme. Perhaps the
Scottish blood in his veins produces this cau-
tiousness. He will not spend money or give
consideration to any spark arrester unless
there is sonic overwhelming evidence that the
arrester will he successful. M~y experience of
Mr. Hiume, and this is the opinion of the ma-
jority of engine-drivers, is that he wifl not
give anything a fair trial; hie is too canny.
We do not know what money the Government
give to Mr. Huime to spend on this work.
Collie coal is admittedly one of the *orst coals
for sparks. There are twvo troubles in eon-
nection with Collie coal- One is in regard to
sparks and the other in regard to deteriora-
tion, but the greatest evil is that in regard to
sparks. The Glovernmnent should do all they,
can to fix efficient spark arresting appliances
on the engines. At the preseflt time with the
appliances which we have the Collie coal is
still a nienace as tar as the farming industry
is concerned. If the farmers would plough
two or three chains away from the railway
line they would considerably minimise any
danger which is likoly to he dlone by Collie
coal. They should plough all along the fenc
and where the country is not cleared there
would be no necessity to plough because not

thr damage can he done. Mlembers should
leak at this question in At broad light. An-
other reason for complaint is in connection
nith thme Railway Commissioner's report. He
dloes not give the Rouse any partictlars as to
claims. Although he goes very fully into some
mnatters no one cnn find out how munch money
lies been expended in paying claims for fires.
If thme Commissioner was to say how nmnny
fires have been directly traceable to Collie coal
we should know what burden the Collie coal
industry is placing on the farmimng industry.
We know that the 'Railway Department have
to pay a large number of claims during the
year. Looking at the matter broadly it is a
question as to whether damage done by Collie
coal is greater than the benefit the industry
is to the State as a whole. I venture to say
the benefit to the State of the Collie coal in-
dustry is 100 times greater than the damage
caused by the use of Collie coal.

irr. HICKMOTT (Piugelly) [5.37?]: I de-
sire to support the motion, not that I wish to
say nothing detrimental to the use of Collie
coal although we know a considerable damage
is jlone in the agricultural districts by the use
of Collie con]. The member for Beverley (Mr.
Broun) will hear me out that on one occasion
we saw helt a dozen fires started between
Perth and Beverley. We were going up in the

train when we noticed] these fires. On another
occasion coming from Emu Hill we had to get
out of the train and help others in extinguish-
inig the fires caused by the sparks. This sea-
son there is a luxuriant growth of grass which
makes it dangerous to use Collie coal Tt is
absolutely necessary to take every precaution,
both the people themselves and the Railway
Cou11nnissioner, in trying to minimise the de-
struction of property due to Collie coal. We
know the great asset Collie coal is to Western
Australia, I have always emphasised that
point. It is a wonderful asset. It is a splen-
did thing for the State to have a plentiful
supply of coal. When coal is dear we have a
good supply. One thing came under my no-
tice last year. A mian in my electorate was
burned out of house and home. His machinery
and houses were destroyed and this man never
got a penny compensation from the depart-
ment. He put in a claim but it was ruled out
by the Commissioner on the ground that he
was not liable.

The Minister for Works: There have been.
several law cases on that point.

Mr. IIICKMTOTT: It is extremely hard for
a man to lose the whole of his belongings end
not get a pen-ny compensation for tbe damage
done by running the train through his pro-
perty and setting it on fire by sparks. It is
only reasonable that a man should receive
some compensation.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Are you sure Collie
coal (lid the damage?

M r HICKMOTT: It was proved.
Hon. P. Collier: Last year it was said thnt

the fires ware due to the I.W.W.; to-day they
are duo to Collie coal.

Mr. HTCXMOTT: Members do know that
Collie coal starts fires. The Railway Depart-
ment does not supply a sufficient and safe
fire break. I know that farmers should
plough breaks wherever possible, andl the
majority of them do. The best break is to
plough a strip on either side and then burn.
the Ventre out. T think that every precau-
tion should be taken and every help given by
the departnment in a case such as the one -I
have mecntioned. It is only right that a man
should receive some kind of compensation.
To stop the use of Collie coal for a few
months will not ruin the indu~stry. It May
be a drawback and throw a few mn out of
work but it is not ruination to the industry,
hut it may ruin many farmers.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
miantle) [5.41]: T cannot understand the rea-
son for the motion. Members who have
spoken in support of it have said that they
do not wish to do anything to injore the
Collie coal industry yet they move that the
Rouse adjourn to draw attention to the fatt
that Collie coal should not he used on some
of the railway lines during a portion of the
year. If the Railway Department do not uise
CIollie coal injury will be dlone to the people
of Collie.

The Minister for Mines: 'It is not a good
advertisement.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Therefore, it is
condemning Collie coal. Why not come out
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straight and -say, ''We do not want Collie Hom. W. C. ANOWIN: Will the Minister
coal at all?'"

Mr. Hiekxnott: Oh, no.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, because mem-

bers went to Collie and decided to support
the coal-mining industry even to the extent
of using 100 per cent, of Collie coal on the
railways.

Mr. Maley: Speak for yourself.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The leaders of the

Country party went to Collie and promised
the people of Collie that they would support
the coal-mining industry. W5a have been us-
ing Collie coal on the railways for three
years and we have not heard one word that
Collie coal has done any damage during that
time.

Mr. Hickmott: This is an exceedingly bad
season for fires though.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There have been
very fair seasons during the past three years,
but no member in this Chamber has said one
word against Collie coal during that time.

Mr. Maley: Last year the matter was
brought up by the member for Toodyny (Mr.
Piesse).

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That was on
another question. Until the matter was
brought forward to-day there has been no
statement during the past three years that
Collie coal has done any damage. Three
years seems to be a fair trial and if Collie
coal has worked satisfactorily during the
past three years there is nothing to prevent
it working satisfactorily in the future.

Mr. Hiekmott: In your opinion is it satis-
factory I

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes. The farmers
will not protect themselves. The member
for Pingelly said the farmers should plough
a break so as to prevent the fires spreading.

Mr. Maley: Hie said wherever possible.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Where is it not

possiblel
Mr. Hickmott: They do plough where it is

possible.
Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: As a matter of

fact the position is that at times some persons
are out to condemn Collie coal. The engine-
drivers have said that there is nothing wrong
with Collie coal if they have proper Collie
coal to use in certain districts. Arrangements
have been made with the Minister, and I
hope he will never alter those arrangements,
no matter what pressure is brought to bear
on him. But I regret to heat from the mem-
ber for Forrest, who is acting for the mem-
ber for Collie, that within the last few days
coal has been brought here from Newcastle,
although there is no necessity for it.

Hon. Rt. Hi. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : But there is a necessity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are told that it
is wanted for the blacksmiths' shops; but
other engineering works are using Collie coal
for the same purpose.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): We want 6,000 tons for the ''Bambra'

Hoa. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, she is over
East, why not let her bring it?

Hon. It. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): She cannot bring 6,000 tons.

solemnly say that the coal is for the ''Ban-
bra''It

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Yes, for the "Bambra'' and the rail-
ways.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why should they want it?
Hon. Rt. H1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-

ter) : For smithiag; and we want 1,000 tines
for Wyndham.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The least Ministers
say about the subject the better, because they
only get into a muddle. I have heard from
experienced miners that there is no better coal
for industrial purposes at preseat in Western
Australia than the coal from the Premier
mine at Collie. They can use that for black-
atnithing.

Ifon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): No, they cannot.

Ron. W. C. ANOWIN: Men who under-
stand it say it is the very best. But there is
always some opposition to the use of Collie
coal. If the arrangements made by the en-
gine drivers and the miners is carried out in
its entirety the time is not far distnt when
the opposition to the use of Collie coal will
lie wiped away altogether.

Mr. Munsie: If they could not get New-
castle coal they would use Collie coal for all
purposes.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: *There have been
no complaints for the last three years. But we
aow have prospects of peace, and so, the prac-
tice of nationalism is going away before the
wind. They want now to condemn our own
product. I say, let us use all the Collie coal
we can.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough-in reply) [5.48]:
I have been given an assurance, therefore I
have achieved the purpose with which I set
out--

Mr. O'Loghlen: What assurance was that?
Mr. MALEY: Consequently I ask leave to

withdraw the motion.
Motion by leave withdrawn.

DILL-FORESTS.
In Committee.

Resuined from the 3lst October; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair, the Attorney General and Min-
ister for Woods and Forests in charge of the
Bill.

Postponed Clause 45--A forest officer may
call for assistance to extinguish fires:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
was partly discussed in Committee at our last
sitting. I have since given it some considera-
tion, and whilst I cannot agree with the sug-
gestion that there sbould be reciprocity, that
is that Government employees should be liable
to be called out when the settlers are called
out, still I think there is sufficient good in
human nature to warrant the belief that when
the fire hell rings men will run from all quar-
ters to extinguish the fire. Therefore, I do
not propose to pursue that clause further or
to resist any attempt to strike it out.

Clause put and negatived.
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postponed Clause 46-Conservator may
order ownuers of private property to burn a
fire-belt:

Mir. PICKERING: I have an amendment.
Hon. P. Cornier: Yout usually have.
Mr. PICKERING: I move an amend-

ment-
' That "lwken" in line one and all words

.after "Coobservator" in the same line be
--struck out and the following inserted in

lieu:-"1shall from time to time burn off or
remove any inflammable material on all
lad within 20 chains of the boundaries of
every State forest or timber reserve.'"

'Under the clause as it stands the onus of pro-
tecting the State forests from fire from out-
aide influences is thrown entirely upon the
settler. Again, the settler may be called upon
to destroy the dangerous inflammable mater-
ial, or, alternatively, to remove it. This is
sheer class taxation. The forests are not
maintained in the interests of the settlers
alone, but in the interests of the Stats goner-
ally, and therefore if there be any cost in
connection with fire protection, that cost
should be distributed over the whole State.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): 'Do you mean that they shall remove
any in~flammable material from private lands?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.
Hon. F. E. S. Wilimott (Honorary Minis-

ter): You cannot compel a person to do that.
Mr. PICKERING: I am going to discuss

this in my own way.
The Attorney Genera!: If the hon, member

will permit me to make a short expianation,
I think we could save time. I have two amnend-
mentsi which will meet most of the hon, mem-
ber's objections.

Mr. PICKERING: I know of one of them,
but I know also that I am going on with my
own amendment.

The Attorney General: Well I1 hope it
meets the fate it deserves.

Mr. PICKERING: I em going on in my
own way.

The CHAIRMAN: It is usual to extend to
a Minister the courtesy of permitting him to
make an explanation.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I rise to protect the
rights and privileges of private members. It
does not matter who is in charge of the Bill.
Fifty Ministers have no right tu interrupt
a member who is addressing the Chair and is
not out of order. If the Minister desired to
make an explanation which would curtail the
remarks of the member for Sussex, his time
was before that hon. member rose.

The Attorney General: I did not get a
chance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Io that case there is
no option but to let the member for Sussex
proceed.

The PREMIER: The Attorney General had
no desire to prevent the member for Sussex
from addressing the Chamber, but merely
wished to make an explanation which mighit
have the effect of shortening the debate.

Hon. P. Collier: But the practice is a bad
one.

Mr. PICKERING: Raving heard these ex-
planations as to my position, I shall, endea-
vour to continue my remarks. I have al-
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ready had an interview with the Minister on
this subject, and the results were not such
as to meet with my approval. Therefore, I
intend to pursue the case. This clause is
extracted from the Victorian Act. Because
the clause worked satisfactorily there, as we
are told, it does not follow that the provision
will operate satisfactorily here, where the
conditions are quite opposed to those of Vic-
tonrs. In Victoria most of the country is
under cultivation, and the pasturage is of
very high value. But in Western Australia
the forest's lie mostly where the country is
not cultivated, where the country is moistly
scrub; and it is essential that that country
Should be burnt from time to time if the
people renting it are to get any return from
the pastnrage. If it is in the interests of the
Victorian settlers to burn clear breaks be-
tween their holding and the forests, the
Western Australian settlers have no such in-
terest; on the contrary, it is to the interests
of our settlers to get the country properly
burnt in order that they niay have feed for
their stock. I am quite prepared to concede
that it may be necessary in the interests of
forestry, judging from the pictures banging
on these 'walls, to establish such fire breaks,
That may be the Conservator's view. My
experience, however, is that the longer the
fire is kept out of the forests the worse its
effects when it does come. The Bill includes
nil classes of forest. Now, in my electorate
there is at Cape) a timber reserve called a
tuart plantation.

The Attorney General: One of the things
I was going to cut out is that reserve.

Mr. PICKERING: The tuart plantation at
Capel is environed by settlers, and if we
plate this obligation of a two-chain fire
break on them it will cause them consider-
able injury. We have evidence to show that
great danger may arise to settlement in the
event of a fire breaking out in a forest. I
quote the following from the "Daily News''
of the 15th October last--

New York, 14th October. Forest fires
have broken out in Northern Wisconsin
and Minnesota, There have been between
200 and 300 deaths, and thousands of peo-
ple are homeless. Colquet and other towns
have been destroyed. Twelve thousand
refugees have arrived at Duluth, and moere
than 100 bodies have been recovered. Mfen,
women, and children died in the flames,
within a short distance of the special
rescue trains, as the fire swept forward on
a strong wind. The property loss amounts
to millions of dollars.

If the Western Australian forests are allowed
to remain for years without a fire passing
through them, they will constitute a source
of grave danger to adjoining settlers. Other
settlers besides myself hold the opinion that
the forests will be best conserved by allow-
ing fires to pass through them as often as
possible. In the American case I have
quoted the reason given for the disastrous
outbreak of fire was that the caretakers of
the forest were absent on war duty. That
may be true, but nevertheless the fact re-
mains that the fire did occur in a place
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where every possible precaution, it-uding
air scouts, was taken to prevent an outbhreak.
At Kirnpp, in my experience, a fire was ear-
ried from the top of one bill to the top of an-
other, even after the intervening valley had
been burnt; and similarly there was a fire
at Karridale, which also caused considerable
damage. Quite recently large forest tires
have oecurred in Victoria and New South
Wales, with great resultant injury to pro-
perty, It has been suggested that this clause
need not become operative for some con-
siderable time, But, in that ease why in-
clude it in the Bill? Why not introduce it in
a future amending Bill? The clause will
operate to prevent the farmer from carry-
ing on his avocation to a large extent.
I have telegrams from three or four of my con-
stituents asking me to oppose this fire elause
as strongly as possible; and I have also letters
from two men of wide repute in my district
making similar representations. One of them
writes-

I notice the Forests Bill is now before
the House, and many of us are much con-
cerned about it if it passes the House in its
present form, which I hope it will not. I
understand that it is intended to keep the
fire out of the forests. If this is so, when
the fire does get in, it will actually burn all
timber and be dangerous to holders close by.
Another clause is, I believe, that all land-
holders joining Crown lands must clear a fire
break round their lands to a width of six
feet. If this is so, it will menu hundreds of
thousands out of the farmers' pockets, for
one man's fads.

That is what these people think of a six-foot
break. Whiat would they say about two chninst

Another clause, I am told, is that if a fire
breaks out in the forests any forest ranger
can call anyone out to fight the fire. If
this is so, I think the best thing is for the
Forestry Department to give all of us per-
manent work all the summer. However, I
trust you will do your best to prevent the
Bill ging through to be a drag on the
people.

Another landholder writes me--
A few days ago I sent You a telegram from

ivuinhallup asking you to oppose the fire
clauses of the Forests Biil. The people on
the Preston havd only just become acquainted
with the true facts of the Forests Bill which
is now before Parliament. Everybody is
against the fire clause. It wil be a great
blow to the dairying industry, for the young
stock must be reared on pastoral leases, and
that cannot be done unless they have plenty
of freshly burnt country to run on each year,
it being impossible to keep this class of
stock on the homesteads. Secondly, the G$ov-
ermnent should remember that they have
just passed a -Vermin Act, and if the bush
is allowed to grow up into a jungle it will
become a breeding ground for both dingoes,
and the rabbits, that will be here before
long. Besides, the fire is bound to get into
the forests sooner or later. It is the big
fires that destroy the timber. it would be
a much better and wiser plan if the Forestry
Department could send out men to burn the
forests every second or third Year. Then

the fires would never be great enough in
this district to do any serious damage to
young or old timber. Thirdly, re fire breaks
which are two chains wide; this would be
a great strain on the landholder, and to
carry it out would be almost impossible. It
is the wish of the settlers down this way that
you oppose the fire clause with all your
might.

The break laid down in this clause would be
inadequate for the purpose of keeping the fire
out of the forest, or of preventing a fire in
the forest from spreading to the land of ad-
joining settlers. For that reason my amend-
ment suggests an area of 20 chains.

Mr. Foley! On a point of order. Is the hon.
member moving only a single amendment on
Clause 46? In my opinion, what he proposes
consists really of two amendments. The first
amendment will be to strike out the word
" dwhen.'' If that is carried, then the bon.
member may move the second portion of his
amendment, which is in fact a separate amend-
ment. In that case we shall have a repetition
of this discussion on the amendment to strike
out the whole clause. Not one of the argu-
ments up to the present used by the hon. mem-
ber is directed towards the striking out of the
word "we.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Sussex:
has moved an amendment to strike out the
word "wen and also all the words after
"C (onserrator. " The member for L~eonora
has raised a point of order that the member
for Sussex has not confined his remarks to the
first amendment, and that he is discussing
both. -I would point out, however, that it is
impossible for the member for Sussex to dis-
cuss only the moaning of the word "when."
7. rule therefore that he is in order in discnss-
ing the whole clause.

Mr, PICKERING: Because of the condi-
tion in which the fruit-growing industry is at
the present time, the clause if it is allowed to
pass as it is printed will mean that it wvill be
knocked out of existence. It is proposed to
put a further infliction on the industry by
compelling the orchardists to construct a fire
break so as to protect the forests from fires
likely to arise from the orchards. The or-
ehiardists have enough taxes to pay at the
present time without having another imposed
on them, and when we consider that the ex-
istence of the industry is seriously threatened,
hon. members will appreciate the position. We
have had the contention advanced by the Min-
ister, that the first thing we have to consider
is trees and not men. That stitement was
made unblushingly. It is evidence of the Min-
ister 's callousness and indifference to primary
production.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discussing
the principles of thle Bill. The bon. member
must conifne his remarks to the amendment.

Mr. PICKERING: I think I have clearly
shown to bon. members that it ii not a fair
thing to impose such a burden as is suggested
by the clause under consideration upon one
particular section of the community. I hope
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bon. members will not be misled by the elo-
quence of the Minister for Forests.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have noG
desire to in any way injure the farmer or
fruitgrower. I want to help them and I can
assure the Committee that the clause will not
touch the fruitgrowers. It is never intended
to put the clause into operation except with
regard to various areas which have been re-
generated or forest areas which have been
planted, such as pine plantations. To carry
the clause out in its entirety to affect the
whole of the native hush would be to carry
it too far, and it never entered the winds of
the Forestry Department to do such a thing.
It is my intention to move two amendments
to the clause which will have the effect of
limiting it only to parts of the State forest
as may be the subject of regeneration, and
also to provide that the Conservator shall not
issue the order to remove or destroy inflamn-
mable material on adjoining properties until
he himself has burned or removed any inflam-
mable material from an equal width of land
within the forest boundary. It would be un-
fair to ash the farmer to clean up his boun-
dary if the Forestry Department were not
cleaning up their own. With regard to the
fruit industry which the hon. member thinks
will be seriously injured by this clause, all I
have to say is that if an orchard has on its
own confines a quantity of inflammable ma-
terial such as would do damage to the orchard,
the orehardist should be thankful that the
State tells him to clean it up. Practically
every half-mile there must be a flri break in
the regenerated areas and on the confines of
such areas there must be at least a 20 chain
break. We have not asked the landowner ad-
joining to clear 10 chains, but we must ak
him to do something if he has inflammable
material on his holding. It would be highly
objectionable in a Forest Bill to provide that
which the hon. member evidently has in mind.
It would mean that the Conservator must go
on private land to burn off 20 chains of in-
flammable material.

Hon. P. Collier: It would be 20 chains to
be burnt off inside the forest. That is the
intention of the hon. member.

The ATTORN-EY GENERAL: I cannot
judge people by their intentions.

Mr. Pickering: I made my intention quite
clear, and if it is not clear it is the fault of
the drafting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have no
doubt that the terms embodied by the drafts-
nia were those desired to be put in by the
bon. member, and that the hon. member must
have been ambiguous. A fire is the greatest
enemy to the forest, and yet we are told by
the member for Sussex that fires through the
forest as often as possible are the best things
for it, A man is hopeless when he uses that
argument. The main principle of regenera-
tion is the avoidance of fires, and the only
way to avoid them is to fire belt. It is only
fair that the adjoining settler should also re-
move any inflammable material from within
two chains of his boundary of the State forest.

The CHAIRMAN: What effect will the At.
torney General's proposed amendment have if

the Committee decide to retain the Words
which the member for Sussex desires to delete?
If the proposed amendment of the Attorney
General comes anywhere within the lines
covered by the amendment of the member
for Sussex he cannot move then to insert
anything else, because the Committee will
have agreed that the words shall stand as
printed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I should
like the clause to stand as printed, with the
exception of the words "or timber reserve."
I then propose to move the amendment I
have mentioned as a proviso to the main
clause. I ask lion. members to negative the
amendment of the member for Sussex.

Hon. J. MITCHELL.- I hope the clause
will be defeated. The Minister says he does not
mean what the clause says.

The Attorney General: I propose to modify
it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The member for
Sussex apparently does not want his amend-
ment either. If to clear two chains or 20
chains is material to the care of the forest,
why should not that area come out of the
forest reserve instead of out of the private
holding? Why should a private individual
be put to the expense of protecting the
forest? When the Conservator gets control
of the jarrab lands of the State, he will also
have control of tbe lands surrounding, and
there will be miles of country abutting on the
boundary of the State forest. To remove
ail inflammable material for a distance of
several chains on these boundaries will mean
a serious loss to the settler. What is meant
by inflammable material? This would
Surely include crops and buildings, and any-
thing that will burn. I hope the Committee
will reject the clause, which will mean great
injustice to the people in the South-West.

Hon. P. Cornier: HOW about inserting a
similar provision as is proposed here for
people whose properties abut on railway lines?

Hon, 3. MITCHELL: That would be as
tinjustifiable as it is in the present circum-
stances. If so many fire breaks have to be
constructed, as is stated by the Minister, the
revenue from the forest will not be sufficient
to pay the cost.

Mr. PICKERING: Wbat jutifleation is
there for penalising the settlers ou the cun.
fines of any State forest? Why should the
people be deceived by the subterfuges which
are put forward? The intention of my
amendment is quite clear, naimely, that what-
ever clearing is required should be made out
of the State forest. Anyone who has lived
in a forest knows the danger of bush fires,
probably more so than the Attorney General.
The Government are asking uts to help them
to protect their forests and to put up with
the disaster which will follow in the train
of a fire breaking out. It is bad enough to
be confronted with that appalling disaster
without having to bear the burden of this
extra charge upon our industry. I hope hon.
members will not be deluded by the sug-
gested amendment of the Attorney General.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes..........1
Noes-----------18

Majority against .. 2

Mr. Angwle
11r. Brouu
Mr. Green
Mr. Griffthis
Mr. Mlckmott
Mr. Hoiman
Mr. Maley
Mr. Mi1tchel
Mr. Nlairn

Mir. Angelo
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. Duff
Mr. Foley
Mr. Gardinet
Mr. George
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Hlarrison

Ares.
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Pilkinglon
Mr. Rocks
Mr. Smith
Mr. Walker
Mr. Willoock
Mr. Munsis

(roller.)I

M.r. Mullny
Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilimott
Mr. G'Loghlen

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an

amiendment-v
That the words "or timber reserve" he

struck out.
Amendment put and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move a
further amendment-

That the following proviso be added:-
"Provided that this section shall apply
only to such part or parts of a State for-
est as may be the subject of planting or
regeneration.''
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It would be wise if

the latter portion of the proviso established
the period of regeneration until the pro-
vision applies. I realise the danger
pointed out by members that there is
no half-way house. We have to give the
power or withihold it. The clauses are very
drastic and if the Conservator or Minister
desires to enforce them, there will be a mild
revolution. We have to consider whether
the Conservator is a man of common sense
or otherwise. If otherwise, there will be
considerable trouble. We5 have to renlise
there is danger of fire, particularly in a
cultivated forest, and some steps most be
taken to protect it. The day after a forest
is in danger of fire, then the provision should
apply. There is no danger to a young pine
plantation for some years, because the debris
does not fall and danger does not exist until
there is sufficient rubbish to burn. I think
a time should be stipulated when. areas
which have been taken in hand
by the department for regeneration
purposes are in danger, and then precautions

Can be taken. If the Conservator proposes
to give effect to the clauses which we have
jpassed in their entirety, be will have a very
short stay in Western Australia. The Miun-
lster miust fix a time limtit when such instruc-
tions shaUl be given by the Conservator on re-
generated areas.

Mir. NAIRN: The Forestry Department
have assumed that, in order to protect new
forests, 20 chains of country have to be
cleared, and of that 20 chains two chains
must be cleared by those who own the ad-
jacent country.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter); Not cleared, but burnt off.

Mr. NAIRN: Anything may become in-
flammnable. A man's crop when ripening be-
comes inflammabie. I do not think the res-
ponsibility should be placed on the adjoining
owner in the interests of the Forestry Depart-
ment. But it is a matter of grave concern
to adjoining owners because nest door to
him is a very undesirable neighbour; for
it must be remembered that pine plantations
are highly dangerous. And although the pri-
vate owner is to derive no profit from them,
but a great deal of anxiety, he is to be pen-
alised to the extent of having to do ten per
cent. of the work of protection. The princi-
ple is; wrong. An owirner may be thousands of
miles away from the State, and in his ab-
sence the department may order the removal
of inflammable material, and it shall be done
at his expense. Assuming that instead of
the Government planting a pine forest a pri-
vate individual did so, no one would contem-
plate that he should say to his next door
neighho~lr ''You mcrst clear back two chainis
of your land in order to protect my forest."
Yet that is what the department propose to
do.

Hon. .1. MITCHfELL: I hope the Commit-
tee will agree that all the provisions are
to be eniforced. TVhe member for Forrest
has said that we should convey to the Con-
servator an intimation that the 'Bill is not
to be enforced.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If it is enforced a man
may be fined £50 for taking a tin of honey
out of a tree.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have always urged
that hon. members should bn careful about
indiscriminately placing laws on the statute-
book. It would he ridiculous to entertain the
theory that we can put anything and every-
thing on the statute-book, and trust the de-
partmental officers not to enforce those laws.
The amendment does not make any material
difference to the clause. Every acre of jar-
rah land oughit to be a State forest, and ought
never to be sold. Why make a private owner
provide a fire breakf

Hon. F. E. S. Wilhnott (Honorary Minis-
ter): For his own protection.

H1on. L1 'MITCHELL: No, it is for the pro-
tection of the State forest. It is proposed to
make a private owner spend money to pro-
vide protection for the State forest.

Mr. PICKERING: It has been distinctly
laid down by the Minister that it is in the
early stages of the growth of regenerated for-
ests that fire protection is most urgently re-



[5 NovEMBra, 1918.J 963

quired. If we delete the clause there is noth-
ing to prevent the Forestry Department clear-
ing as wvide a break as they like within their
own boundaries. This proviso is only penal-
ising a certain section who happen to live
adjacent to the State forest. The Honorary
Minister for Lands has interjected several
times that it is only provided that the area
is to be burnt off, that it is not to be cleared.-I would remind him that it is not easy to con-
fine a fire to a width of two chains. It is
going to cost a great deal of money to clear
the prescribed break, no matter what
method is adopted. If it is in the interests
of the State that this break should be cleared,
why should not the State bear the cost?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In other
countries experience has proved that settlers
and farmers are only too delighted to wel-
come the regenerating or the planting of for-
ests, because it means added wealth to them,
a market at their doors for everything they
produce, labour when they require it, and em-
ployment for them in their spare time. In no
other country has a representative of the
farmers ever risen in big place in Parliament
anti expressed the views expressed by the mem-
ber for Sussex. The people of the South-
West will have occasion to be delighted with
the regeneration of the forest. Of course we
know that any Act can he spoilt by bad ad-
ministration. There is a great deal of dif-
ference between arrogant administration and
reasonable administration, and I hope the For-
estry Department will continue to be reas-
onable.

Mr. Draper: If they are not we cannot con-
trol them.

Mr. Nairn: W~hat advantage are the farmers
to get from this provision?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The advan-
tage is well illustrated by the case of the
member for Sussex. He says that the people
of his district are mostly orc-hardists, and that
they have orchards clohe to the State forest.
If so, and if they have inflammable material
on their orchards, then their orchards are in
danger. The property of the member for Sus-
sex is adjoining a timber reserve, so he should
not have any personal objection to the pro-
vision. I should have expected the hon. member
to be one of the first to welcome the Bill, as
providing a large measure of employment in
his district. In the forests of the countries
with which we are at war, seven million people
are maintained in the work of regeneration.
When this Dill shall have been going for ten
years there will be in the South-West ten times
the present population.

Mr. DRAPER: Most members will at any
rate give the Government credit for the desire
to protect one of the primary industries, and
most members are desirous of passing all meas-
ures which will give reasonable protection to
State forests. But I question whether we have
the right to obtain that protection at the ex-
pense of settlers who have taken up land under
totally different conditions. The State forest
is not a small thing. Even if a forest has
been planted it may extend to a mile in length.
If we are going to make a man remove from
his land all inflammable material to the extent

of twoe chains for a mile in length 'we shall be
depriving him of 16 acres of his propertyl
The question is, what is inflsanmable material?
It may mean a man's crop. The Conservator
should not have the power to deprive a man
of 16 acres of his crop. While I recognise the
necessity for protecting the State forest, I ask
the Mfinister in charge if he would be prepared
to amend his proposed amendment to put the
expense on the State in regard to the removal
of all inflammable material? The Minister
might go further. If any portion of the set-
tler's crop or other produce is to be removed
or destroyed, the settler should be compensated.
We have not bad time to consider the amend-
mient, which has just been introduced, and I
suggest to the Minister that the clause should
be re-committed. While considering the in-
terests of the State forests, we must also con-
sider the rights of the people who have taken
up land, and whose rights an be interfered
with if this amendment is carried.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
mind postponing the clause to the end of the
Bill, which 1 hope will be reached this even-
ing; but I previously moved to report pro-
gress on this very clause in order to afford
the member f or Sussex an opportunity of dis-
cussing the provision with me.

Mr. HARRISON: I agree with the member
for West Perth as to the advisability of post-
poning consideration of this clause. In the
machinery of a measure of this kind, is it not
necessary, after the Government have gone
to the expense of clearing a large area of
country, that there should be power to the
Conservator, in the event of any farmer leav-
ing on his boundary and in the vicinity of the
State forest a quantity of inflammable material,
to have that inflammable material cleared
away? Some such clause as thin is necessary
to provide against such a contingency. At
the same time, I do not consider the farmer
should find money in order to protect the State
asset. Yet, again, light, inflammable material
taking fire on a windy night, might do endless
damage. I want to protect the asset of the
State on the one band, but on the other hand
I do not want to paaise the farmer. It is
too much to ask a farmer to clear a certain
number of chains all along his boundary.

Hion. P. E. S. WTLLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : The clause does not say ''to

Mr. NAIRN: The Honorary Minister says
the settler need not clear. However, a tree
might fall across the width of two chains;
that would not require a very long tree. No
more certain means can be found for carry-
ing a fire across than the bark of a dead tree.
If, as the Honorary Minister suggests, only
light, inflammable material is to he removed,
this provision would prove altogether inef-
fective.

Mr. PICKCERING: The honorary Minister
previously threw contumely on the settlers,
and now be has suggested to my constituents
that I am trying to keep employment away
-from my district.

Hion. P. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Not at all.

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the Committee
will not be misled by the member for Avon,
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who does not care what has to be
farm in this connection so long a
his farm. I cannot afford to Clear
here proposed, and hundreds of seti
the same position as myself. I hope
will not be favourably considered.

Amendment put ad passed.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:

further amendment-
That the following further

added to the clause:-" Provide
the Conservator shall not issue
until he has burned or removed
mabele material from an, equal wil
wvithin the forest boundary."
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put, and

taken with the following result:-
Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Area.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwin
Collier
Green
Griffiths
Holmn

Maley
Mitchell

Angelo
Brolin
Davins
Draper
Foley
Oardiaet
Harrison
Illckmott
Hudson
Ls.froy
Money

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Clause thus negatived.
Postponed Clauses 47,

Mun]
Plikil
Rocke
Walk

Mulls
Nalrn
PIcke
It. T~t

Undel
Willie
Hard

48-agree
Postponed Clause 49-Other offences:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an

amendment-
That paragraph (j) be struck out,

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. PICKERING: I move a further

amendment-
That at the beginning of paragraphs (kt)

and (1) the word "knowingly" be inserted.
Amendment put and passed; the clause as;

amended agreed to.
Postponed Clause 50-Unlawful possession

of forest produce:
Mr. 0 'LOGTELEN: I fail to see the neces-

sity for all this verbiage. The object of the
clause is merely to protect, and if it were
made to apply to the timber growing on the
defled area it would fill the bill. It is an
extraordinary thing for us to give this power
and it is carrying the penalties to a ridiculous
extent. There is no necessity for all this ver-
biage.

done on a Mr. NAIRN: The clause is unduly severe.
it is not It says that if a person is found in possession

land as is of certain forest produce and refuses to give
Here are in an account to the satisfaction of an officer of

the clause the manner in which he became possessed of
it, he may be arrested. Could he not be sum-
moned?

Imove a The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot
limit the clause to merely timber as suggested

provio be by the member for Forrest. There are many
suchis tha other things. Take mallet bark. People aredlore reas, lthey must not remove it from certainsuchordr aras.We are going to be particular about it
any inflann or we shall have none left.
th of land Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Well, include that. What

else have you?

a division The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is hoped
before long that red gum will be used for tan-
sing. That will be included. We have also
two classes of blackboys and grass trees which
are used for purposes of manufacture and

7 which are not timber. I am, not keen, how-
- ever, on a person being arrested. The point is,

though, that if a man is in possession of
something and cannot give an account as to

Is bow he camne by it, if we do not arrest him
ngton the chances are we will njever see him again.

I Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I move an amend-
er ment-

ak That all the words after "produce"l in
gtlen line 8 be struck out and ''shall be guilty
(Tel".) of an offence and shall he liable to a pen-

alty of not exceeding £10 and the forest
produce shall he forfeited'' be inserted.

or I object to giving power to arrest. The polie
force can deal with any offence and there is

ring ample machinery for prosecution without ef-
-Robinson, feeting arrests.

The Attorney General: I will accept the
tale hon. member's amendment in the form in
mood which he has submitted it.
Ott Mr. PILXINGTON: The offence in this case

wick may be of the most trivial character where no
(Toletj Penalty at all should be imposed, or only a

small one. A person might, for instance, be
convicted of picking wild flowers. Under the
clause as it stands it is not possible to impose

d to. a small penalty.
Amendment put and passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Postponed Clause 51-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 52-Genorsal penalty:
Hon. W. C. AXOWIN: I notice in Sub-

clause 1, paragraph (a), that the penalty that
is provided for trespass, for instance, is one
not exceeding £50, or imprisonment. The
magistrate is often guided in the penalty he
imposs by what is stated in the Act, and he
may fine a person £5 or £10 when s. would
do.

Ron. J1. Mitchell: There is too wide a range
provided for here.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Why should this
heavy penalty be imposed?

Hon. P. E. B. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
later): Under the present Act the penalty is
one of not more than £100 per day. Rangerg
have found that in a number of cases brought
Umf ore the court the maximum penalty imposed
Was Is.
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Mr. 0 'Loghlen: You are dealing with the
non-compliance of conditions now.

Hon. P. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary Mlin-
ister): Or the infringement of conditions. I
do not think the maximum penalty provided in
an Act has the slightest effect on the bench.
I have never known of a heavier penalty than
£19q being imposed. The trouble is to induce
the bench to understand that when a man
breaks the law the penalty should be suffi-
ciently high to deter him from doing so again.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: I think the law has been
very well obeyed in the past.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have cut
the penalty down by one half. The present
penalty for forest offenees is £100; I now
propose to Mako it £00.

Mr. 0 LOGHLEN: I move an amendment-
That Suhelause 2 be struck out.

I see no necessity for prescribing a mini1mumi
penalty here. It may be that the bench will
be inclined to impose a fine of Is. I am pre-
pared to trust the bench to impse a fine
according to the damage which ha been done.

The Attorney General: X agree.
Amendment put and passed.
Mr. SMITH:1 I move a further amend-

wnent-
That Suhelause 3 be struck out.

This is a radical departure from the procedure
of our British courts. It implies that a man
must prove his innocence before he can be
deemed to be innocent. The officer making
the complaint 'should be the person who is
called upon'to prove the offeiice.

Ameandment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clau-se 54--agreed to.
Postponed Clause 55-Forest officers may

arrest persons:
Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I suggest that this clause

be struck out. There is ample power already
for forest officers to take before the court any
offender. This clause provides for arrest, and
for taking a person before a justice of the
peace and so on. I believe that justice wrill
be served in the power which has already been
given. There is ample machinery to take
people to the court.

The ATTORNEY GENERA: The provi-
sion does not mean that any forest officer mnay
arrest indiscriminately anyone without war-
rant, but if a person refuses to give his name
and residence, or gives a name and residence
which is believed to be false, or if there is
reason to believe he will abscond,, he may be
arrested.

Mr. 0 'LOGFLEN: This is a power I shall
never agree to give to any officer. People are
not in a position to abscond. There is ample
opportunity to deal with any- offender, and
there is machinery to trace any offender. I
object to anyone without a uniform arresting
an alleged offender.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result-

Noes .. . . . 13

Majority for . . 7

A was.
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Brount
Mr. Collier
Mr. Davies
Mr. Draper
Mr. Green
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Holmnan
xr. Mater
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Idoilany

Mr. Nairn
Mr. Pickering
Mr. iklngton
Mr. Rodke
Mr. Smith
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilicokk
Mr. MenaLe

(Taler.)

NOS.
Mr. Angelo Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Duff Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Gard Ins? Mr. Teesdale
Mr. George Mr. TUnderwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wilrnott
Mr. Hudson Mr. HardwiclC
Mr. Letroy (Teller.)

Clause thus passed.
Postponed Clause 566-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 57-Forest officer may con-

duet prosecution:
Hon. W. C. INGWEIN: A forest officer

may. make complaints and conduct prosecu-
tions, but it is not necessary to produce
proof in court of the appointment of the
forest officer.

The ATTORNWEY GENERAL; I will con-
sider this matter, and if necessary an amend-
mont can he mado in another place, I wish
to make the provision conform with aimiliar
provisions in other Acts,

Clause put and passed.
Postponed Clause 58--Share of fine may be

paid to informer other than forest officer:-
Mr. O'LOGlTLEN: This clause is a direct

encouragement of the pimp. Citizens who
observe wanton destruction will report it. It
is not necessary to have sueh a provition.
The clause should be struck out.

Clause put and negatived.
Postponed Clause 69-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 60-Forest officurs have

power of pollce constable:
Mr. 0 'L0GHILEN: This clause aliso should

be struck cut. The principle is the same as
that contained in Clause 58. If we had a
population of millions, and a forest officer
had not a knowledge of the residents of his
district, he might be bandicapped; but in our
little community, the forest ranger is known
by everyone and knows everyone. There
may be occasions when an ofender will elude
the officer, but those occasions will be very
rare indeed. 'With all the legal machinery
and the machinery of the local governing
authorities, the forest officer will have ample
power to proceed by summons, without any
provision for arrest. A policeman alone
should have power to deprive a citizen of his
liberty.

The Minister for Mines: Railway officials
have power to arrest.

Mr. O'LOGHLaEN: I understand they have
power only to detain, and not to arrest.
Further, they are dealing with millions of
pounds' worth of portable property; it is not
so in the forests. I have yet to learn that
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any officer of the Forest Department has
failed to bring to the court an offender under
the regulations. There is not any such in-
stance on record. Why, then, should we con-
fer on departmental officers this drastic
power of arrest?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member is quite mistaken As to the powers
sought in the clause. It is merely intended
to give forest officers the powers of police
constables. Except in the case of certain
minor offences committed within the con-
stable's view, a police constable has no
power to arrest any person for anything less
than a crime. The minor offences for which
a police constable can arrest are not likely
to be committed in the forest. The cases
for which the power is required is in respect
of major offenees and in respect of the
serving of processes. No one is afraid of
police constables doing that which is wrong.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: That is it-I want to
confine it to police constables.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But we can-
not control our forests with police constables.
I do not think there are more than two or
three police constables stationed in the whole
of the forest area.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: If you find you cannot
get on without this provision, come along and
ask for it later.

The ATTORNEY GENBEAL: Bat the
mere giving of the power will act as a deter-
rent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am most strongly
opposed to the clause. Had I thought that
Clanse 55 was likely to he cardied I would
have resisted it to the utmost. This is the
first instance in Western Australia in which
it is sought to clothe civilians with polle
powers and authority. It is a. principle en-
tirely foreign to Australian sentiment,' and
it ought not to be introduced in our legis-
lation. We are asked to confer all the
powers of police constables on forest officers,
and despite the Attorney General "a;R
powers'' includes power to arrest. And
what is it torY-in order the more effectively
to protect the -forest property of the State.
A logical extension of the argument is to
pay that we should clothe every citizen in
the State with the powers of police con-
stables, that then we could more effectively
check crime in all its phases. If the argu-
ment is good in regard to the protection of
mere material wealth in the form of timber1
it is still better in regard to the extension ofl
that power to all citizens for the
protection of life, liberty and freedom.
To give a forestry officer full statutory power
to dlo anything that a police constable may
do in this State, is indeed an extraordinary
proposal. I ami sorry the Committee carried
Clause 55; in doing so, they reversed a prin-
ciple laid down in rejecting a previous clause.
I hope the Minister will not stand by this
clause. If, later, he finds that the forests are
being devastated by vandals, he may have a
good ease for requesting additional powers.

Clause put and negatived.
Postponed Clauses 01, 62) 63-agreed to.

Postponed Clause 04-Presence, removal or
disposal of buildings, tramnline, forest or tim-
her, etc ., within State forest or timber re-
serve:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move an
amendment-

That in Subelause 1, line 2, after the word
"'weir,'" there be inserted ''erected or con-
structed aft -r the corameusoent of this
Act."I
Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Postponed Clauses 65 to 68-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 69-Timber on catchment

areas may be placed under control of Conger-
vator:

Mr. 0 'LOGIILEN: Who will receive the
benefit of the revenue derivable under the
powers conferred by this clause? In the Man-
daring catchment area there is a considerable
quantity of firewood, for which City firms are
willing to pay a substantial royalty, as welt
as laying a tramway into the timber. Is there
likely to be any conflict between the Forestry
Department and the Water Supply Depart-
ment in this matter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not an-
ticipate any such trouble. What is in the
mind of the department is just what the clause
expresses, that some of the hills areas must
be cut up into sections to be let to firewood
firms or to cutters willing to cut them on a
face for the purpose of regeneration. It is
hoped that the money received for the fire-
wood will pay for the regeneration.

Clause put and passed.
Postponed Clauses 70, 71-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 72-Rights of way over

alienated lend within forests:
The ATTORNEY GENERAl.- I move a

amndmet-
That after the word "Streams,"' in the

last line, there be inserted ''and to eon-
struct, repair, end maintain pipe lines."
Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Postponed Clause 73--'agreed to.
Postponed Clause 74-Arbour Day:
The ATTORNEY GENERAr,. [ mrove an

amendment-
That the words "anid should be held boll-

day in all Stats schools" be struck out.
Mr. O'LOGKLEN: I suppose the Minister

has good -reason for the amendment.
The Attorney General: Th., words can re.-

main, if you like.
Mr. 0 'LOOWLEN: Unless there is a public

holiday, how can the tree planting be dhoe?
The Attorney General: It can he done on

some other holiday.
Mr. O'LOORILEN:. Very well.
Amendment put and passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Postponed Clause 5--Preservation of Trights

of pastoral lessees and holders of mining
rights:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move en
amendment-

That the following paragraph be added
to the clause:-" (3) The Governor may
(a) extend the term of sawmill permits
granted under the Land Act Amendment
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Act, 1904, so far as the operations there-
under have been temporarily discontinued in
consequence of the present state of war;
and (b) so far as the operations under ainy
existing timber concession or titfber lease
have been temporarily suspended in conee-
guenace of the present state of war (i) ex-

tend the ternm of such concession or lease
subject to paymneut, during the period of
such extension, in lieu of the rent thereby
reserved, of a royalty on all timber
acquired at the prescribed rate of
royalty under this Act for timber
acquired under permits, and to the
regulations in force for the time
being, subject to the proviso to section
forty-one: Provided that the rent paid dur-
the period of temporary suspension of op-
erations shall be credited to the lessee and
apportioned over the period of such exten-
sion; or (ii) accept a snrrendter of any
concession or lease, and issue, in lieu thereof,
a peruit under this Act of the same or other
land at the prescribed royalty, the rent paid
under the surrendered concession or lease
during the period of temporary suspension
of operations being credited to the permit
holder s110 apportioned over the term of the
p~ermiit."

The general effect of the amendment is to
take the power to extend our permits, conces-
sions, and leases for a period, after they ter-
minate, equal to that during which they have
been temporarily suspended by reason of the
great war.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why not fix a uniform per-
iod?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We canot
do that, because the permits of sme persons
have been worked for as iuuuchi as three years
after the war, while, on the other hand, cer-
tain leases have not been worked at all. Each
case will have to stand on its. own merits.
In the respective classes of permits, leases,
and concessions it is only right to grant sMae
extension equal to the period of enforced
idleness during the war.

Mr. Foley: You are giving big advantages
in some cases.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Possibly.
There is the difference between the permit
holder and the leaseholder. The permit holder
is one of the modern titles, and he only pays
a royalty of 2s. per load on that timber which
he uses. If, therefore, hie had exemption of
his permit during the war, which has been
freely granted to each sawmill permit holder
who applied for it, he has been paying noth-
ing. Thus, if we extend the permit for three
years, he will merely continue to pay his roy-
alty, having suffered nothing whatever. In
the ease of the leaseholder, there is a different
position. Hle pays £20 per square mile per an-
numn. The leaseholder has been paying his,
rental during the currency of the war, not-
withstanding the fact that he has been uin-
able to operate his leases, or has only been
able to operate them partially. The lease-
holder, whether man or company, is entitled
to be placed by the Government in the same
position as the permit holder who, having
paid nothing during the war, has bad his

tern) extended. Now, we say to the Leaso-
holder, ''We cannot extend your old, obso-
lete tenancy or your concession on the terms
on which you originally got it, because that
would be unfair to the other sawmiller who
is a permit bolder, who is to-day paying 2%.
royalty.''

The CHAIRMAN: On referring to the
''Votes and Proceedings,'' I find that the
Committee have dealt with Clause 5. It has
been amended and passed.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Oh, no, Sir.
The CHAIRMAN: It is so according to

the "Votes and Proceedings."
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot

help that, Sir. At your instigation, Mr.
Chairman, I moved that the postponed clauses
should be taken at the end of the Bill, and
the amendiments bare appeared on the Notice
Paper every day since. Had they gone out
one day, I should hare moved you. Ron,
members will support me that I asked you
to do this. as I was out of order. I took your
advice, and followed it. We can treat theut
as new elauses and they will be put in their
proper places in the Bill. T hope hon. menu-
hers appreciate the position between the con-
cession holder, the leaseholder and the permit
holder. The concession holder pays a very
small fee. In somie instances it is £150 a year.
It was fixed in the early dlays, 30 or 40 years
ago. Most of these leases and concessions
expire between the years 1924 and 1927. The
leaseholder pays £20 per square mile per an-
num. It is not proposed to renew the conces-
sions or leases on the same terms under which
they have been held. It is proposed to renew
them on the same terms as the permit holder.
A concession expires, say, in 1924. It has not
been used for two yearn owing to war con-
ditions. The person who owns that concession
will be entitled to come to the Government
and the Government will be entitled to grant
a further two years of that concession sub-
ject to the regulations and subject to a 24.
royalty in place of rent, or whatever the roy-
alty is at that time. During the period of
the war the leaseholder has been under a par-
ticular disability, and so has the concession
holder. He has had to pay his rent although
he was not operating his property. The per-
ruit holder only pays his 2s. on the felled
product and if he is not cutting or felling, he
pays nothing. But the concession holder has
paid many thousands of pounds which he mutst
have paid out of capital!. Leaseholders and
concession holders have paid during the war
up to date a sun) approximating £30,000. I
asked the concession and leaseholders what
they claimed as the amount they had paid
during the period that they were not cutting.
I also asked the Forestry Department to give
me a return of leases and concessions held
during that period and when no cutting was
going onl. The figures approximately were
£L22,000. I take it that it is the desire of bon.
members to do a fair thing to those who have
been engaged in this industry. They bare been
precluded during the period of the war f rom
cutting and yet they have paid rents and the
leases will soon run out- The new clauses will
give the Government power to extend the
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leases or concessions or permits for a period
equal to that in which they have not been
able to work, and in the permit eases to con-
tinue to pay royalty. In the leasehold cases
royalty will be paid but it will not he less
than the rental. But the leaseholder will be
credited with the rental which has been paid
during the war and for which he has received
no benefit. I am aware that the leaseholder,
if he chooaes, may defeat me over it. But I
do not think the leaseholders of this country
are dishonest. A lease expires say in 1924,
and the war ends now. He will have between
five and six years to go. In 'his case, possibly,
he has more than five years cutting. I have
inquired both from the leaseholder himself
and from the Forestry Department as to the
area that there is to cut and I give hon. memi-
hers the figures in the memorandum of the
Bill. Speaking from memory the figures are
something like 125,000 acres. The leaseholder
says in the ordinary way, "I was so working
my lease that I would have cut oul the whole
lot by the end of my lease or concession, but
I have been precluded owing to the war from
cutting, and I will proceed at the normal rate
of cutting and at the end of two, three, or
four years, I will have cut out the lot." I
admit it may be possible for the leaseholder,
now he has some of the hewing clauses in his
favour, to speed up his cutting, to cut all out
within the period of his present lease, or at
all events leave only that much over which
will be equivalent to the rental paid during
the war. In such case the Forestry Depart-
ment would not get the benefit of the 2s. roy-
alty. I have put that to several persons who
are particularly skilled in forest matters as
well as the Forestry Department. I have also
discussed it with the leaseholder himself, and
I have put the proposition to the member for
Forrest.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would you not have the
right to review the royalty if you thought you
had been got at?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think I would but T am proceeding on the
assumption that the sawmillsr will continue in
the same regular way as he is doing now, that
be is not going to attempt to cut out his for-
ests within the period of his lease mad so
defeat me. If he did attempt to do that we
would have our remedy. T would come to the
House and ask for special power to stop it.
We have a right to treat the companies that
have been operating in our forests for so
many years as honest men and honest com-
panies, and if we give them this extension
after the war for a period equal to the war,
they will not be playing tricks on us. I am
not saying that the Governor shall do some-
thing, but that he will take the details of
every case into consideration. If a lease or a
concession had operations suspended on it a
year or two prior to the war it would not claim
the advantage of this clause, which only re-
lates to leases, sawmill permits or concessions
so far as the operations have been tempor-
arily suspended in consequence of the present
state of war. Neither would it cover the case
given by the member for North-East Pro-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: For the next nine or
ten years they could cut at a less rate than
the other people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I admit
that the position is complicated. I have
spent months on the consideration of this
clause, with the idea of doing justice to the
State, ad those people whose business has
been suspended through no fault of their own.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: I think they are going to
have a good time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These are
the Government proposals, and are here to be
discussed. If a fairer thing can be suggested
let it be put forward.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you have the right to
review so that the State could get more rev-
enue in the event of good times coming?

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL: The only
right to review would be that if they applied
at once they would get the benefit of the pre-
sent royalty. If they wait for a year or two
they may get a different royalty. There is no
intention to change the royalty at the moment.

Mr. 0 Loghien: Will you gnarantee it will
Diot change in 12 months?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I cannot do
that. But there is no intention at present of
altering the rate.

Mr. Money: It has already been doubled.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That took

place 12 or 18 months ago, in order to provide
the foundations of a fund for this vcry Bill,
and to this policy the saw-millers didl not ob-
ject.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The rents were not
doubled.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That could
Dot be done, though I should have liked to
have had it so. We have had to honour the
promises made by- previous Administrations.

Hen. P. Collier: Did those who held leases
offer to make a voluntary contribution to-
wards the regeneration of the forests?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.
Mr. 0 'Loghien:- What is the amount se-

cured by the additional royalty?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The revenue

this year is about E29,000, and I think the
additional royalty would amount to about
£10,000. As the rentals work out half the
revenue will be for afforestation.

Mr, FOLEY: It is generally agreed that in
none of the three classes mentioned has a
man, a company, or a concessionaire had the
same opportunity of making money as was
the case before the war. The State was not
making much out of the permit holder when
the war broke out, because he only paid
royalty on the timber cut. When the permit
holder ceased to cut this State had the bene-
fit of the forest which was still uncut. This.
one may say, has been fair both to the permit
holder and the State. With regard to the
leaseholder, £20 per annum per square mile
has had to be paid by him as rent. That
would have been all right hut for the war,
but now the war is on that man'Fs rent con-
tinues although he can make little use of the
lease. The concession holder is to have the
right to have his concession extended, the
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lease extended, and the permit holder to have
the right to have tbe permit that he holds ex-
tended. When we take into consideration
what the permit holder has paid and what
the leaseholder has paid, I contend that the
State is not getting a fair deal even if the
Minister is giving the concession holder a
fair deal. What the Minister proposes to o
is to extend the permit of their leases for
the period during which the war lasts. It is
a question whether this Committee believes
that this is right. On top of the extension
of these concessions, which for a number of
years have been obtained at a very low
rental, the Minister wishes to give them
something which will not be advantageous
to the State. We should consider the matter
from that point of view. We have not had
a great deal of revenue out of our timber.
If we are to give the concession holder the
right to cut timber after the war, we are
going to provide that he shall cut timber
at a time when there will be a ready market
for it, and what the concession holder would
have paid during the currency of the war
is going to he deducted from the amount of
royalty he would otherwise have had to pay.
Once we have given that concession w~e
should not give any other concession in the
way of money. I move an amendment--

That in paragraph (b), sub~paragraph
(i) of the amendment, all the words after
"forty-one'' be struck out.
Hon. P. COLLIER: This is one of the most

important clauses in the Bill. I believe the
m.inister has done his best to meet unusual
and exceptional circumstances. The country
should know what concession it is proposed
to concede to the people concerned. En my
opinion the Government have been extremely
generous, having regard to the circumstances
of this proposal, to the leaseholders and con-
cessionaires of the State. Whilst these peo-
ple have had a contract extending over
many years, in recent years the terms of the
leases have proved to be of the most liberal
and generous character. Had not the leases
covered such a lengthy period they could not
have obtained them under the conditions.
They have been in possession of a most valu-
able asset, and they have no legal rights for
any extension. Any extension Parliament
may give them is in the nature of a conces-
sion out of regard to the exceptional circum-
stances that have obtained dluring the past
four years. If Parliament is going to ex-
tend the concession to these people we have
in return the right to ask that they should
pay something commensurate with the con-
sideration which is being extended to them.
It would not have been asking too much to
have, said. ''Under the circumstances in
which you have held the areas so long, we
are going to ask you, if we give you an ex-
tended period, to agree to submit to the same
terms and conditions under which areas aire
being held to-day. But the proposal is so
generous that we should take into account
the £22,000 or £30,000 paid for rent duringp
the term the lessees have not been operating.It is carrying generosity altogether too far.
We are going to give consideration for the

£ 22,000 which they have paid. Only last
year the present holders have paid £10,0Q0,
in addition to what they had paid
previously owing to the additional
royalty. If the royalty remains the
same as it is until the end of their per-
mits, seven years, they will have paid £70,000
by reason of this increased royalty. Yet we
propose in the face of that to release to the
concession holders and leaseholders the pay-
ment of the £22,000. If trade remains the
same as at present, the least they will pay is
£70,000, and if they paid £10,000 in addition
during the war, how much will they have paid
after the war? In the face of that we say
to the leaseholder who has concessions, that
could not be obtained anywhere in Australia
during the past 20 years, we will give con-
sideration to you for the £22,000, 1 am not
prepared to go that far. It is a fair thing
f or Parliament to ask those people if they
surrender their leases, to continue during the
period under review on the same terms and
conditions as any other saw mill proprietor
operating in the forest at the present tints.
Parliament proposes to give them an extended
rate for four years and we are justified in
saying for those four yearn, ''You come under
the same conditions as other people operating
in the forest."I Even then it will be a profit-
able contract for the people concerned. T'his
is not a time for excessive generosity; it is
a time for fair dealing. Parliament should
act in all good faith and in a spirit of equity,
hut in return we are entitled to ask for a fair
deal from the persons concerned. There have
been hundreds and thousands of people in this
and other countries who have lost their all by
reason of the war, and whilst I have no doubt
the leaseholders have been put to considerable
expenditure by way of maintenance and over-
head charges which they could not reduce whilst
not carrying on operations, still if we give sn
extension of the leases to the people we do it
and in return we agree to make the payment
equal to that 'paid by others. I cannot con-
ceive anyone having regard to their responsi-
bility, adopting any other attitude. Those who
arc in a position to make cif~eulations, will be
able to show that if we adopted an attitude
of that kind the House has been most generous
to the persons concerned. In my opinion they
will have a benefit to the extent of hundreds of
thousands of pounds, which -they would not
have if we sat tight and merely complied with
our legal obligations. We are entitled to say
to these people, "You must have some con-
sideration for the fiianeisl position of the
State, just as every other citizen has," Take
the Jarrabdale concession, which has been
operating for 40 years or more, a very great
area of immense natural wealth.

The Minister for Works-. Tt consists of
250,000 acres, It has been going since 1874
and it has bankrupted five firms.

Ron. P. COLLIER. I have in mind the fact
that the bon. member was manager for one of
those firms. Of course, T do not make any
connection between those two points. Any-
how, there has been no bankruptcy in the saw-
milling business in this State for many yena
past, and there is not likely to be any during
the remainder of the leases. The Jarrahdale,
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concession has experienced all the difficulties
attendant upon the initiation of a new indus-
try in a young country, but whatever losses
may have been made in the earlier period they
have been amply compensated within the last
decade or two. There we have 250,000O acres with
a rental of £250 per annum, a mere pepper-
corn rental in comparison with the opportuni-
ties of wealth production which the lease-
holders enjoy.

The Attorney General: The leasehold works
out at 101/2d. per load on what they have been
cutting.

Ron. P. COLLIER: The old royalty was
Is. and the new one is 2s., so the leaseholders
have an advantage of is. 134d. per load.

Mr. Money: That is only just recently.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It has been going on

for 12 mouths, and under that increase
they paid an additional £10,000 last year,
notwithstanding that there has been very
little doing in the trade. When the
war is over and the company resume
operations in full, they will be paying
£30,000 or £40,000 per annum. Yet we
ane expected to make a display of gen-
erosity towards thenm. I say the Committee
is not justified in any generosity of that kind.
For my part, I will support the amendment.
But the amendment does not go far enough.
I will vote against the clause and will say
to those people, ''Unless yon are prepared to
meet us on an equitable basis, that is, agree
to come under the same terms, namely, 2s.
ler load royalty, as others have paid, we
will give you no concession.''

The Attorney General: The amendment
would have that effect.

'Ion. P. COLLIER: No, the amendment
only proposes to take away from them the
consideration of the rent they paid during the
time they were not operating. The royalty
will only operate for the extended period. I
say it should operate from now.

The Minister for Works: It would he like
an extra premium.

lBen. 1'. COLLIER: If the Committee are
going to give them a concession.

The Attorney General: But that would be
invading existing rights.

Hon. P. COLLTER: I say to them, "You
can go on if you like''; but in return they
say, ''We think we ought to get considera,
tion for the time we have been shut down."
My answer is, "'Very well, we say you should
pay something for the consideration.'' That
is the view I take.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It appears to me this
particular subelause can only be looked upon
as part of the general Government policy.
On the face of things, the leader of the Op-
position made out a strong ease against those
particular words. I should like to know if
the Government intend to give the same con-
cession right through to all leaseholders from
the Crown. Are we to understand that the
pastoral leases will be similarly extendedi

Mr. O'Loghleu: The sheep dlid not stop
browsing because of the war.

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, but the leaseholders
have been prevented from using their prop-
erty to the full extent by the impossibility of

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in the
Bill dealing with pastoral leases.

Mr. JOHNSTON: No, but a statement on
that point would be informative to the Com-
mittee. There are also the conditional pur-
chase leases and the rents which may have
to be deferred.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In answer
to the bon. member, all I can say is that
where settlers under the Industries Assist-
ance Botrd are not in a position to pay the
rents, and the accounts do not warrant the
charging up of those rents, we hold them over
and do not charge them up until the lease-
holders are able to pay. It is exactly the
sme position here. The cases of those per-
sons who, by reason of adverse circumstances
connected with the war, or from lack of grain,
have been unable to pay their way are con-
sidered on their merit;, and although vast
sums have been paid to the department, also
vast sums have been held over. I contend
that we are giving nothing away in these
particular cases.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are penalising
other traders.

The ATTORNI'EY GENERAL: I dto not
know that we are. The Committee has been
most insistent that we should ring this note
throughout the Bill, and I have responded,
because it was may own view. One phrase
which I made use of in introducing the Bill
was that existing rights would not be inter-
fered wth.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This does not affect
existing rights.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the
pound of flesh principle one would say,
''Your lease expires in, say, 1926, and that
is all you are going to get"

Hon. P. Collier: And it would be all the
existing rights.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The clause
is very clear, and says exactly what is pro-
posed to be done, and the difference between
the permit holder and the leaseholder. It is
not so much tefe war that has stopped the
timber industry, it is the conditions arising
out of the war. The people in the industry
were willing to cut the timber, the mills were
ready to work and the necessary capital wag
there; but there were no ships available to
carry away the timber. Many companies weit
went on, as the State Sawmills did, cutting
and cutting until they piled uip huge quanti-
ties of timber stacked away there in the South-
West. They could stand the strain no longer and
all that we have running in Western Australia
to-day are those mills which require to be
kept going for local requirements and the
small amount of timber that we can deliver
to the Eastern States, We have not the ships
with which to deliver it, and are not allowed
to build( then,. The permit holder is the man
who pays his royalty on that which he cuts.
He gets his exemption from cutting under war
conditions, and pays nothing at all.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He pays 2s. a load
instead of Is.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, hut he
does not cut.

Mr. Foley: The more he cuts the more will
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL- The lease-
holder, who is not able to cut, has had to
stop. He now says ''For the period of the
war renew my lease and I am willing for that
period to pay 2s. royalty." He contends that
he has paid regularly when he was not cut-
ting and expresses his willingness to pay the
royalty for the extended term, I have euden-
voured to put the case from all points of view.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: There was a doubt as to
whether there was sufficient revenue coming
an.

The ATTORNEY GS9NERAL: It is in the
hands of the timber company to cut a large
portion of the timber during the term of the
lease over which they have a right and not to
cut so much during time remainder. If a com-
pany attempts to do that I shall be the first
to bring down an amending Bill. Assuming
that these people will carry on the normal con-
ditions of timber cutting as in the past they
will have seven or eight years still to run on
these concessions.

Mr. PICKERING: I support the amend-
ment of the member for Leonora. I would
point out that the pastoralists were prepared
to pay double the rent for the concessi ons
they were getting. These timber people are
getting several years, and all that we are ask-
ing is that they shall for that period pay a
small rent.

Mr. FOLEY: If members think it is a
fair thing to make a present of £22,000 to the
concessionaire and leaseholders then they
must vote against my amendment. If, on the
other hand, they think that the consideration
that these firms are getting is worth some-
thing I hope they will amend the proposed
new clause in seine way without cutting out
the whole of it. It can be argued that the
whole clause is, wrong, that if there is going
to be given, under special conditions, some-
thing other than what the leaseholder is at
present entitled to, then some special consid-
eration should be extended to the State as
welt. It has been stressed that the timber in-
dustry has been Placed in a position of
dearth by the war. The Attorney General says
he knows that the tinter industry has not
been closed down by the war but as a result
of the war. That emphasises the necessity for
deleting this proposed clause, because not a
word has been broken of the terms under
which the concessions have been granted. If
the companies have not cut the timber and
have paid a certain amount in rent, then they
are in a more fortunate position than many
business men engaged in other industries
here. Every one of the timber leaseholders
and conc-essionaires has uncut, on his lease-
hold, the timber, wihich he can sell when there
is a ready market for it. During the exten-
sion of t .he term of the leaso he will have an
opportunity to operate to better advantage
than duiring any previous period of eight
years. The sting can be drawn out of the
tail of the clause by rejecting the amendment.
I would like hon. members at least to vote
against the inclusion of these words.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wish the Committee
not to be misled by any play upon the words
fexisting rights,'' for the princiole of ore-

serving to all concerned their existing rights
is not involved here at all. The preservation of
existing rights means simply that we do not
deprive the leaseholder of anything by
reason of the war. Under this Bill he carries
on all rights under Acts under which be has
been operating, such as the Land Act and its
amendments. The question of consideration
and concession to these people is involved in
the clause. The Attorney General has pointed
out the difficulties under which the leaseholders
were operating during the earlier portion of
the war. They had the plant and machinery
and the men to carry on the industry, but they
had not the ships, and generally war conditions
prevented them from carrying on. But the
same condition of things lies applied to any
number of business people in this State. Not
only have they been unable to carry on busi-
ness , but after the war they will not be able
to resume business where they left off, They
have lost their businesses altogether, in many
cases. Therefore, there is no special or pecu-
liar hardship to the timber industry involved
in that aspect. On the other hand, it might
appear that the timber lenseholders had paid
£00,000 in lease rents during the time they
were net operating, while the permit holder
was not paying anything simply because he
was not operating and therefore not incurring
any royalty. It is contended that the permit
holdcr was, therefore, not under any similar
expense. Superficially, that would appear to
be something in favour of the leaseholder.
Hilt the amount he has paid in rent while not
working his leasehold is entirely wiped out by
the fact that the permit bolder pays double
the royalty of the leaseholder. Whiat will that
difference amount to in the course of the next
five or six years, covering the period which
the leases still have to run, bearing in mind,
moreover, that the permit holder has already
paid £10,000 extra during the past 12 months?
The leaseholder, instead of being in an unfav-
ourable position relatively to the permit
holder, will be better off to the extent of I
should say at least £100,000. why should the
Committee be over-generous? Is this the time
to be over-generous to an industry that can
well afford to pay? We are not over-generous.
in many directions where there is not the same
ability to pay as we find here. The point
raised by the member for Sussex, that when
extending the terms of pastoral leasehols we
doubled pastoral rents, is a very good ad
pertinent one. Of course, the pastoral leases
have a different term to run. I give notice
that if the amendment of the member for
Leonora is carried, of which there should be
no question, I shall move a further amend-
ment, to insert after the word "thereof'' in
the third fine of the next paragraph "within
a period of twelve months of the termination
of the war."I I should be out of order in
arguing the principle of my proposed amend-
ment at this stage.

Mr. MONEY: It seems to me that it the
amendment of the member for Leonora is
carried, the whole clause mighit as well ho
wiped out. Permits are not grantea by fav-
our, but are obtainable by any applicant, 1I
understand.
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The Attorney General: Permits,
Mr. MONEY: If the words ret

compensation are deleted, there will
ject in retaining the clause.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: The Stat4
far more money out of this clause.
open for the lessees to cut out tlhe
the timber. If they come under tic
royalty we shell make money out
rangement. The clause as it Stan
end will be profitable to the State.

Mr. Munsie: It will mean £22,0
the State.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am quite sa
the member for Northam votesa
amendment moved by the member fc
he will be voting in a direction opp
that which he intends. He believei
Government should get additional ri

lHou. J. Mitchell: They will get
the royalty.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon
votes against the amendment the G
will be deprived of £C22,000. Aftert
tion of the term of the lease they
under the other conditions and they
get credit for this amount, that is t
the amount paid will be deducted fr(
payable by these leases.

Amendment put, and a division t
the following result:-

Ayes .. .... ........
Noes....... .. ......

Majority for...

Mr. Broun
PMr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. Holman
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Mulisny

Mr. Draper
Mr. George
Mr. Griffithrs
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Letroy
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Money

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NO.
Mr.

Mros.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nunlsl
Pickeri
Smith

Toalkei

Wilcoc
O'Logb

Nairn
P11kin
It. T.
Under,
Wilm
Herdw

Amendment thus passed.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I move a

amendment-
That at the beginning of sub-

0ii) the words ''within 12 mont
termination of the war" be in:

My object is to make it obligato:
leaseholders to accept this con
which the Committee offers them
the period of their leases, obligatorj
to exercise that right within a per
months after the war.

The Attorney General: I do not
the amendment.
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yell. Hon. P. COLLIER; Then there is nothing
toning to more to be said, except that we shall then
be nO ob- get the additional revenue by way of royalty

which the State is entitled to receive.
will get Amendment put and passed; the new

It in quite clause as amended agreed to.
whole of New clause:

system of The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move--
of the ar- That the foilowing be added, to stand

~ig fair as Clause 7a-(1)On the disposal of
land under the conditional purchase pro-

00 less to visions of the Land Act, 1898, it shall be
a condition that the purchaser shall use an

ire that if area of not less than one per centum of
gainet the the acreage of the holding acquired by him
ir Leonora for the growth of timber or other -forest
osite from produce. (2.) The planting of trees, ap-

that the proved by the Conservator, on not less
avenue, than five acres of any laud acquired under

it under the conditional purchase provisions of the
Land Act, 1898, shall be deemed an im-

mebr provement within the meaning of that
ovemer Act, and the conservation and improve-

hernexpra ment1 to the satisfaction of the Conserva-
whn ea tor, of indigenous timber already growing
wil come on any portion of land acquired under the
willy that conditional purchase provision of the Land

say hat Act, 1898, may, with the approval of the
iroyalty Minister for Lands, be deemned an imr-

provement within the meaning of that
aken with Act."I

It has been suggested to me by the Lands
15 Department. The idea is to encourage a
14 man who takes up additional conditional
- purchase land to preserve some of it for tim-

I ber. I am not sure that one per cent. is a
-- sufficiently large proportion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: is it wortht while provid-
ing for one per cent.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, I
tag think so, for it will give them a little shade

for'stock. Subelause (2) is clear. We have
Lie been assisting from the Forestry Department

many settlers by giving them wattle seed
k free. Tree planting becomes an improve-
ten ment. I need not say anything farther about

(Tele.) t.IMr. JOHNSTON: The Minister by inter-
jection said that if the word "one," relating
to the one per cant., was struck out, he

gton would be prepared to accept an amendment
Robinson to make it two per cent. In the country 1

rood have seen some distressing examples in
Ott which every tree has been ring-barked on a

ICU thousand-acre block, and no one regrets that
(Tonfer.) more than the present owners. I move an

amendmnt-
That in line 4 the word "tone" be struck

oat and "two" inserted in lieu.
further Amendment put and passed; the new

clause, as amended, agreed to.
paragraph Title-agreed to.
.ha of the [The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
serted. Bill reported with amendments.
ry on the
sideration
to extend
ron them
iod of 12

object to

House adjourned at 11.43 p.m.


